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Roseland Place Senior Apartments

10426 South Michigan Avenue

The Roseland Place Senior Apartments is a $17.7 million, 5-story, 60-unit affordable rental residential building that serves as the heartbeat of the
Roseland Senior Campus. The Roseland Senior Campus is a planned community that provides a continuum of care in a safe, service-enriched
environment. The campus consists of three buildings: the 124-unit Victory Centre assisted living facility, the 60-unit Roseland Place Senior Apartments
and the 10-unit Roseland Village Grand-Family Apartments. However, Roseland Place also provides residents from all three buildings as well as the
larger community, with services and programs through the attached City of Chicago Senior Satellite Center that resides in the building. The City of
Chicago Senior Satellite Center provides numerous services and activities including exercise classes, computer classes, library, meals, special events,
and literacy training.

Roseland Place as well as the surrounding senior campus was created as a solution to the lack of affordable housing options to low-income seniors
who were aging in the community, many of which were lifetime residents but were now unable to maintain single family homes. With this population in
mind, the development was designed to serve residents over 62 years of age earning less than 50% of the Chicagoland-area median income. At
Roseland Place, Mercy Housing Lakefront has developed an evidence-based senior service model designed to improve the long-term health and
wellness of the residents. This service model includes health assessments, benefits acquisition, activities for daily living supports, healthcare referrals,
nutrition, physical fitness activities, wellbeing checks, lease education, financial literacy training, arts and cultural activities, and community volunteer
opportunities. In addition, the program staff at Roseland Place also provides supportive services for the grandparents raising their grandchildren who
reside in Roseland Village next door.

The development of Roseland Place, which addressed Chicago’s Senior Housing Plan to create 4,000 new units of senior housing by 2010, was also
key in spurring community development in a community plagued by disinvestment for the last several decades. The revitalization of this area has long
been a priority of the community and was strategically planned within the Roseland/Michigan Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district. The strategy
included new construction of affordable housing on vacant lots, revitalization of the commercial district, and creating a positive environment for
reinvestment. The project’s vision addressed the housing needs of Roseland’s seniors while also attracting much needed jobs and businesses to
create a more vibrant community.

Chicago, IL 60628

Roseland Place Senior Apartments merits the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence because it not only allows seniors to age gracefully in the
community they know and love, but has also been a catalyst for extensive community and economic development in Roseland.

The Roseland Campus provides three beautiful new buildings where a vacant lot filled with debris formerly stood along the busy Michigan Avenue
corridor. The adaptive re-use of vacant land and development of new housing opportunities have attracted jobs and viable businesses in the project
area. As a result, other new developments have emerged to add support and services to residents of Roseland. For example, the community has been
a food desert for many years but after 30 years of little development in terms of grocery stores, Aldi and Wal-Mart recently built in the community.
These stores in addition to the expansion of Roseland Community Hospital provide the community with quality food and healthcare options to promote
healthy lifestyles. In addition, a CVS and Metropolitan Family Services provide additional health and wellness services to seniors in the community.
Finally, this development has created an alternative housing option for seniors. Therefore, it puts more single-family housing on the market and
presents additional opportunities for new, younger families to purchase and to rehab homes and to become invested members of the community.

The project utilized an innovative public/private collaboration to develop the City of Chicago Satellite Senior Center in the Roseland Place building.
Thus, while the Senior Center is operated by the City of Chicago it is housed within the privately-owned Roseland Place Senior Apartment building.
This approach helps in creating a more vibrant community with new activities and resources. This partnership also ensures that the Satellite Senior
Center is centrally located for Roseland residents.

Finally, the overall design of Roseland Place Senior Apartments is intended to promote a healthy, vibrant community. The building includes numerous
green features to promote energy-efficiency, such as solar thermal panels, green roof trays, and permeable pavers in the parking lot. In addition,
Roseland Place has a large outdoor garden, walking path, planted courtyard including trellises, and patios. These features coupled with the supportive
services Mercy Housing Lakefront staff provides truly displays a commitment to improving both the lives of the residents as well as the larger
community.
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The Roseland Place Senior Apartments is part of the Roseland Senior Campus. The vision for the project was to provide a wide range of care options
in a safe, service-rich environment for seniors. Both the Roseland Place Senior Apartments and the larger Roseland Senior Campus has created an
extensive system of support for low- to moderate-income seniors who wish to age in place in community they call home.

Overall, the project was built with a commitment to meaningful community partnerships, creative vision, community planning and excellence in design.
The Roseland community had been a victim of disinvestment throughout the last several decades resulting in crime and blight. With dwindling
resources the community had a desperate need for new developments and specifically affordable housing options for the growing senior population.
This development served as a positive investment and a source of hope for the neighborhood, which has not only brought additional affordable housing
units to the area but also attracted new businesses and created new jobs.

Specifically, the Roseland Place Apartments features several on-site amenities with the goal of enabling older adults to improve their financial,
physical, and social health including on-site property management and resident services staff. Mercy Housing Lakefront (MHL) has developed and
integrated an evidence-based senior service model designed to improve the long-term health and wellness, economic, and community outcomes of
residents at the building. This service model includes: health assessments, benefits acquisition, activities for daily living supports, healthcare referrals,
nutrition, physical fitness activities, wellbeing checks, lease education, financial literacy training, arts and cultural activities, and community volunteer
opportunities. The City of Chicago Satellite Senior Center is located in the east wing of the building and is open to all residents of the campus and the
wider community and offers several services and activities including exercise classes, computer classes, massage room, meals, and special events.

In an effort to promote energy efficiency and green building design, the Roseland Place Senior Apartments incorporated several practices and
technologies to help provide a healthier indoor environment for the occupants, reduce operating costs, and conserve energy and resources. These
practices and technologies include solar thermal panels which supply 50% of domestic hot water, advanced air sealing package and super-insulated
walls, green roof trays on 50% of roof, low-flow plumbing fixtures and low VOC paints and finishes, Energy Star rated appliances, and built-in recycling
centers on each floor.

Additionally, the Roseland Place Senior Apartments design concept aims to provide a sense of community for residents in a healthy, environmentally
sensitive setting. Roseland Place is an “L” shaped building which address the street while opening up to a large, naturally landscaped garden. There is
a walking path through the garden area. Storefront glazing at the ground floor public areas of Roseland Place allow for views and access to the planted
courtyard and patio spaces.

The project was developed along 3.5 acres of Michigan Avenue in Chicago’s Roseland community. Once a thriving community, Roseland has suffered
from years of disinvestment. More than 29% of the Roseland population lives below the poverty level, and a survey of the community revealed a
serious paucity of rental housing for low-income seniors. Many seniors are “aging in place” in deteriorating housing. The revitalization of this area has
long been a priority of the community located within the Roseland/Michigan TIF district.

A comprehensive redevelopment strategy was developed by the Roseland Redevelopment Planning Board, residents, churches, businesses,
Alderman Anthony Beale, Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) and other non-profits, in cooperation with City agencies and officials. The strategy
included new construction of affordable housing on vacant lots, revitalization of the commercial district, and creating a positive environment for
reinvestment.

Roseland Place Senior Apartments, provides homes for 60 low-income seniors, over 62 years of age earning less than 50% of median income.
However, the project also provides services for the 30 residents of the neighboring Roseland Village Apartments. In addition, the building also houses
the City of Chicago’s Satellite Senior Center which provides crucial resources to hundreds of members of the larger Roseland community.

On a larger scale, the project helped to propel new growth and hope within the local community. Improvements have been made along the Michigan
Avenue corridor, and new corporations are looking at the area as a viable place for business. In the past two years, following the development of the
Roseland Senior Campus, Walmart and Aldi have opened in the Roseland community. Not only, do these stores provide potential jobs to residents of
the area, but they also offer healthy food options in an area that had been known as a food desert. These new investments in the community are
helping to revitalize the area and improve the local economy.
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The vision of the Roseland Place Apartments and the entire Roseland Senior Campus was made a reality due to the collaboration of many dedicated
community partners. Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) and Mercy Housing Lakefront were key leaders in helping complete this development.
Neighborhood Housing Services steered the vision for the campus and helped facilitate and build out the site plan. As the project moved forward, NHS
enlisted the senior housing and property management expertise of Mercy Housing Lakefront to complete the plan. Mercy Housing Lakefront partnered
with NHS to co-develop Roseland Place and Roseland Village in the second and third phases of the Roseland Senior Campus development. MHL is
now the property manager for both developments and is the permanent owner of Roseland Place. MHL and NHS also worked together to coordinate
marketing, tenant selection, and move-ins for the Roseland Place and Roseland Village projects.

For construction, the project teams wanted to enlist the help of contractors and architects who would be committed to creating beautiful and structurally
sound housing for seniors who need it most. Therefore, Landon Bone Baker was chosen to design both Roseland Place and Roseland Village.
Contractor Linn-Mathes Inc. was chosen to build all three developments on the campus.

Now that the project is complete, NHS and MHL continue to provide community support systems through key partnerships with local service providers
to offer specifically designed programs and services for seniors. Partners include the Chicago Department of Aging and local churches and community
organizations, such as Catholic Charities. The local NHS office in Roseland is active in forming block clubs and engaging community members in its
Local Neighborhood Advisory Council.

The financing structure for the Roseland Place Senior Apartments includes funding from the HUD Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly
Program. This funding provided a capital advance to fund the construction of the project. Additionally, HUD Section 202 provides operating subsidies
for all three buildings on the Campus. These subsidies fund the difference between the HUD-approved operating cost of the building and the residents’
contribution for rent. The total development cost was $17,786,095. The cost for square foot of the project was $275 dollars.

Below please find a list of funding sources for the project:
HUD Section 202 Capital Advance - $8,563,900
Limited Partner Equity – Federal - $6,753,638
Additional Sponsor Contribution - $10,000
Energy Tax Credit Equity - $30,317
Donation Tax credit Equity - $278,800
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO)- $242,970
Department of Aging - $800,000
HUD Grant - $400,000
Illinois Clean Energy Foundation Grant - $26,470
General Partner Equity - $680,000
Total Sources: $17,786,095

The Roseland Place Senior Apartments is unique in that it is an integral piece of the Roseland Senior Campus, a comprehensive senior living
community that addresses both the housing and social needs of low to moderate income seniors in one compact and centralized location within the
community.
Another, unique facet of the development is that it combines a public and private partnership to provide additional resources to residents of the
Campus as well as the larger Roseland community. Mercy Housing Lakefront and Neighborhood Housing Services worked to partner with the city of
Chicago to construct the 7,000 square foot City of Chicago Senior Satellite Center in the east wing of the Roseland Place building. This partnership
has helped to make essential resources accessible to some of the city’s most needy residents.
Through the comprehensive design of the Roseland Place Senior Apartments and the overall Campus, Mercy Housing Lakefront and Neighborhood
Housing Services are addressing several significant urban issues. First, is the growing homeless population. In Roseland, 29.4% of the population lives
below poverty level. The senior population, many of whom are long-time residents of the community, are hit particularly hard by poverty as they are
living on fixed or no income. Consequently, these residents are forced to move from their life-long home. Roseland Place provides a solution for these
seniors, and offers an opportunity for them to age in place with dignity and to remain close to friends, family and supportive services.
Additionally, Roseland Place addresses the urban issue of increased crime and violence. The Roseland Senior Campus was built on a large,
debris-filled vacant lot on the Michigan Avenue. The vacant lot promoted loitering and other dangerous activity such as drug-related crime and
violence. Not only did the new construction beautify the community, but it also deters crime.
The model of the Roseland Place Apartments and the larger Senior Campus can be replicated in other urban communities. The public and private
relationship that allowed Roseland Place and the adjacent City of Chicago Senior Center to be built was beneficial to all organizations involved, and
may work well in other urban communities that are aiming to provide additional access to critical resources within a larger living community. This
relationship allowed the Senior Satellite Center to be housed in the most logical area – surrounded by a dense population of seniors– and without
requiring an entire new building to be constructed.
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Before Photo of Vacant Lot 
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Common Area/Gathering Space 
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Solarium  
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Unit Bathroom 
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