Portland Streetcar Project
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Community Partnerships Matter.  Project oversight came from the Citizens Advisory Committee and Portland Streetcar Inc.  (PSI).  PSI is a unique non-profit corporation, made up of City agencies, property owners, developers and other neighborhood interests along the Streetcar alignment.  The citizens of Portland celebrated the opening of Portland Streetcar on July 20, 1999, walking their new train along the entire 2.4 mile length of the track.








Knitting Redevelopment Areas into the City. The Portland Streetcar project was started by the City of Portland to connect seventy acres of abandoned rail yards and a contaminated brownfield site just north of Downtown (the River District) with another 128 acres of largely underused and vacant industrial land at the opposite end of Downtown (South Waterfront/North Macadam).  Along the way, Streetcar connects Legacy Good Samaritan Hospital, the cultural district, the retail core, and the regional transit system.











Promote Development at the Core Rather Than the Fringes. Like many other cities, Portland is proactively looking for ways to promote economic development while managing growth.  New residents need housing and jobs—and they need a balanced transportation system to get around.  One of the best ways to do that is to make transit so convenient that people will choose to ride rather than drive.








Fit into the Neighborhood.  Streetcar was designed was designed to fit into the scale and traffic patterns of the neighborhoods through which it travels.  Smaller vehicles share a lane with cars, stop lengths were minimized to preserve on-street parking and shelters are small so that they fit within the neighborhood’s architecture.








Improve Livability.  Higher density development does not automatically mean a more “livable” community.  In the case of Streetcar, however, the population that comes with the higher density also attracted a greater number of retail activity including two major grocery stores. Streetcar has succeeded in linking with a broader public/private investment strategy that supports affordable housing, public open spaces, brownfield redevelopment, high quality urban design, public open spaces and public art.











Link Transit with Private Development.  The Portland Streetcar Project is an innovative public/private development partnership resulting in over $1.4 billion in private and institutional investment within two blocks of the train.








Lower-cost System.  To stretch public and private dollars as far as possible while getting a high quality product in return, the project team established a design and construction methodology that substantially reduced costs for rail construction while providing the “modern” transportation system desired by the neighborhood association.











Minimize Construction Impacts.    Minimizing project impacts on adjacent businesses and residents was a key value.  The project was designed and innovative construction methods established to assure construction could be completed on a single block in three weeks or less.  Complaints during construction were given a top priority and addressed immediately.


















