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2005 - BBC convenes Kinsman residents and 
stakeholders to create a plan for neighborhood 
development.  

“The Forgotten Triangle Master Plan”

2007
BBC completes the construction of Bridgeport Place,

The first significant development in Kinsman in over 40 years.

BBC moves in along with the 
Cleveland Public Library

2011 - Healthy Food Access Initiative
BBC Secures a $759,000 grant from the 
US Dept. of Health and Human Service.

BBC launches a healthy food access initiative known as MC2: 
Market - Community Kitchen - Cafe

2014 - Hillside Community Park
BBC secures $50,000 to create a park that will im-

prove access to public transportation,
named Hillside Community Park

2014 - Master Planning
Hundreds of community residents and stakeholders helped 

shape plans for future development in the Central and Kins-
man neighborhoods in 2014.

2012 - Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone
BBC begins transforming twenty-eight acres of 
vacant land in a “forgotten” inner-city neighbor-
hood into one of the largest, most innovative 
urban agriculture districts in the United States

2009 - Green City Growers 
BBC successfully partners with 
Green City Growers to assemble 
10-acres of land where they 
establish a growing facility in 
Kinsman. 

Approximately 35 new jobs were 
introduced as a result.

2010 - Heritage View Homes 
BBC partners with CMHA in the redevelopment of Garden Valley 
Estates, a degrading public housing project from the 1950’s.

Transformation Timeline
2005-Present
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TRANSFORMATION PROJECTS

1 BRIDGEPORT PLACE

(a) BRIDGEPORT CAFE

(b) BRIDGEPORT MOBILE MARKET

(c) CORNUCOPIA PLACE

(d) CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

2 HERITAGE VIEW HOMES

3 ANTON GRDINA SCHOOL

4 INFILL HOUSING

(e) HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

(f) COLFAX FAMILY HOMES

5 GREENSPACE DEVELOPMENT

(g) HILLSIDE COMMUNITY PARK

(h) FOUR CORNERS ORCHARD 

(i) COLFAX COMMUNITY GARDEN

6 URBAN AGRICULTURE INNOVATION ZONE

(j) RID-ALL GREEN PARTNERSHIP

(k) KINSMAN FARM

(l) UAIZ GATEWAY SIGN

7 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  (SPRING 2015)

8 CMHA HEADQUARTERS

(m) SOLAR FARM

9 GREEN CITY GROWERS - GREENHOUSE 

(a,b,c,d)

(g)

(j)

(k)

(m)

(l)

(e,f )

(h)

(i)

(c)
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Master Plan Process:  Between 2005 and 2007, BBC engaged 
stakeholders of Central and Kinsman to envision blueprints for the 
future of their neighborhoods. Those community-driven plans have 
guided development for almost a decade.

Forgotten Triangle Master Plan
Master Planning 2005
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Before:  Prior to the transformation, Kinsman was deemed a food desert 
by the US Department of Agriculture.

Bridgeport Place
Commercial Development + Social Enterprises + Community Space

1
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After:  Bridgeport Place, an exciting $2.2 million new-construction 
development project at Kinsman Road and East 72nd Street, consists 
of 13,200 square feet of new retail and commercial space that accom-
modates the offices of Burten, Bell, Carr Development, Inc, as well as 
Bridgeport Cafe and Cornucopia Place.

Bridgeport Place
Commercial Development + Social Enterprises + Community Space

1
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Bridgeport Cafe:  Bridgeport Cafe is a healthy alterna-
tive to traditional fast-food establishments that are overly 
prevalent in our urban neighborhoods. 

Bridgeport Mobile Market:  Low cost itemWWWs for 
sale accepting EBT also include Orlando Bakery bread and 
buns, Green City Growers butter lettuce, and all natural 
no spray produce from the local Kinsman Farm.

Cornucopia Place -  Cornucopia Place is a community facility 
providing nutrition education, cooking demonstrations, an open 
multi-purpose space available for private events and functions on a 
rental basis, and a harvest preparation station for use by local market 
gardeners.

Bridgeport Place
Commercial Development + Social Enterprises + Community Space

1
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Before:  The Garden Valley Estates were built in 1950’s, and have been described by CMHA as “distressed” 
in quality.  Building types are also considered outdated, with amenities that no longer accommodate modern 
lifestyles.  The walk-up apartment-style buildings, which comprised slightly over half of the total number of units, 
possessed safety concerns in their common entrances and unoccupied, unmonitored hallways and stairwells.

Garden Valley Estates
Public Housing Project

8
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Heritage View Homes
Residential Development

9

2

After:BBC partners with the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA) and Falbo/Penrose on the devel-
opment of Heritage View Homes. A five-year, $100 million project that replaces approximately 628 units of the 
antiquated Garden Valley Estates, only 70% of which had been occupied, dispersed throughout thirty acres with 
350 new townhomes, apartment units, and single-family homes.
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Before:  The infamous decrepit swing sets and rusted jungle gym were highly visible by 
riders passing by the E. 79th Street Blue/Green light rail station. Kinsman residents and 
stakeholders have long expressed a need for improved walkability to and from the light rail 
station, since transit is such a vital part of their daily lives.

Vacant Lot
Greenspace Development

10

5
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After:  The transformation of the lot has resulted in a series of improvements including new walking paths, 
trees and plants, landscaping, and new site furnishings. Residents came out eager to volunteer and help 
build the first phase of Hillside Community Park. Over 550 plants and 14 new trees have been planted on 
the site since the beginning of the 2014.

11

Hillside Community Park
Connectivity + Public Transportation

5
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Before :   View of E83rd Street as an illegal dumping site prior to the creation of the 
Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone.

Illegal Dumping Ground
Neighborhood Blight

6
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UAIZ Gateway (top):  A decorative orchard featuring a twenty-foot-high steel sign that 
demarcates the Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone is in process on the corner of Kinsman 
Road and East 81st Street.

Rid-All Green Partnership (bottom):  Founder Damien Forshe demonstrates the 
aquaponics systems at their 1.5 acre facility in the Urban Agriclulture Innovation Zone.

Kinsman Farm:   Twelve market gardeners each have a quarter-acre plot of land to grow produce that they 
can sell at farmers markets, to restaurants, or to incorporate into value-added products. Each farmer partici-
pates in Ohio State University Extension’s agriculture program and learn valuable skills to establish successful 
business models.

Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone
Green Space Development + Social Enterprises

6
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Training Facility :   Rid-All’s facility includes greenhouses, training gardens, aquaponics sys-
tems, large-scale vermicompost and composting, anaerobic digestion, and food distribution.
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Cleveland Urban Egg :   One of the longest standing farmers at the Kinsman Farm, Lynn Rodemann raises 
50 chickens a year for poultry and sells eggs at farmers markets throughout the city.
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Solar Farm:   The 4,212 solarpanels were installed on 6 of 12 acres owned by CMHA 
near their Kinsman and E. 85th streets headquarters. Houses in the Heritage View homes 
also have solar arrays on their roofs contributing to neighborhood-scale sustainability in 
Kinsman. (Image produced by Gus Chan, The Plain Dealer)

CMHA Headquarters
Partnerships + Neighborhood Scale Sustainability

8
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Image of Green City Growers via the website.

Green City Growers
Social Enterprise

9

Green House:   The $17 million greenhouse, situated on ten acres, utilizes approximately five acres of 
growing area and is expected to produce three million heads of lettuce and leafy greens and three hun-
dred thousand pounds of herbs annually.  This produce is marketed to grocery stores and food service 
companies in Cleveland, as well as customers within a 150-mile radius. 
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