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Garden of Surging Waves

11th Street & Duane Street

In the center of Astoria's historic district and fronting City Hall, the Garden of Surging Waves is a new public urban park that commemorates the
under-recognized contributions of the early Chinese immigrants to the development of Astoria. The15,000 sf Garden of Surging Waves, Astoria's
bicentennial legacy project, is Phase 1 of the 65,000 sf full city block Astoria Heritage Square.

The Garden's design reflects the cultural transitions and adaptations that early immigrants faced on their arrival in the United States. As an interpretive
park, the Garden invites the visitor to contemplate the immigrant experience. At one point, one-third of Astoria/Clatsop County residents were Chinese
immigrants and Chinese-Americans. With the design and construction of the park, the community has endeavored to honor this legacy through stories
and symbols. The Garden of Surging Waves is the first phase of Astoria's Heritage Square. This full city block will expand public use space and
incorporate the stories of all the immigrant cultures that built Astoria as well as the Native American first settlers of the region.

The realization of the Garden of Surging Waves is the direct result of a community coming together as the opportunity presented itself to recognize the
"quiet" yet significant contributions of the Chinese over 200 years of local history. The passion and drive to complete the project never waned over it's
8-year gestation and the entire town has embraced this new town square as its own uniquely Astorian place. The Garden of Surging Waves is
designed not only to embrace the Chinese values of education, family, authenticity and resourcefulness, but to evoke the understanding, feelings and
emotions that are universal to immigrants of all heritages.

Since its May 2014 opening, the Garden has been the location for a wide variety of active uses: tai-chi classes, weddings, cultural celebrations, and
general use by residents and visitors. It has already received two significant awards. CODA Worx (Collaboration of Design + Art) named the Garden
as one of its top 100 international submissions for their 2014 awards program and, in September, ORPA (Oregon Parks and Recreation Association)
announced Heritage Square Phase 1 - The Garden of Surging Waves as its 2014 award winner for Design.

Astoria, OR 97103

APPROACH: An impressive collaboration among a team of diverse players
- This 8-year long project was a result of the collaboration of diverse participants from within and outside of the Astoria community including the City
and the incredible leadership from its 6-term Mayor, a State Senator, a design team of little known professionals and artisans, and a large-scale
General Contractor! Everyone was able to rise above the unexpected twists and turns of events that could have derailed the project along the way,
such as a change of site and slow funding streams.
- Astoria doesn't fund projects with bonds. This project relied on grants, fundraising, in-kind services and volunteers.
URBAN ENVIRONMENT:
- The Garden repurposed an under-utilized parking field into a centrally located town square that was never present in the historic downtown.
- This Garden revealed the missing pages of a difficult subject in Astoria's history.
- Astoria, in recent years, has been recognized with an Excellence in Downtown Revitalization Award. To fit the Garden of Surging Waves into the
center of town supports the community's consistent interest in creating a walkable downtown environment.
- Astoria was one of the few cities in the nation that was awarded DEQ grants to study/test/clean up this "brownfield" site. The open square became a
fitting use of the city block.
- Since the Garden's opening, increased foot-traffic has added positive street life on Duane Street, a street that has been considered a "forgotten"
back street in the downtown.
- Historically, the site was a part of the elevated historic downtown that was built OVER the water at the edge of the Columbia River. Today,
approximately 3/5 of the project block still sits a full-floor level above the sandy former river bank. This site condition was challenging for site design
and engineering. The Garden of Surging Waves is placed on the small portion of the site that is not hollow where tree planting is possible.
- Astoria's historic downtown is a network of elevated streets where sidewalks are supported by old "chair walls". Due to the need to compact and
stabilize the soil to construct the Garden, the dilapidated original chair walls and sidewalk needed to be rebuilt first. By respectfully following the design
intent of the historic chair wall, the new design/construction documents for the sidewalks adjacent to the Garden now serve as the prototype reference
when rebuilding of other aging sidewalks in Astoria become due.
QUALITY:
- For this public project, the City was required to accept the lowest Contractor bid. In order to maintain the necessary budget for art and to ensure
highest quality, the project designer and the City pre-qualified a team of artists and their art budgets for the general contractors to include in their bids.
- This very successful unique landmark project is a FIRST for the City of Astoria/community as well as the designers, artisans and contractors who
worked creatively and stayed focused on the vision. All cities have stories to tell and the Garden of Surging Waves can share how it can be done!
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Astoria, Oregon (population approx. 9,500) is one of a few true working towns remaining along the coast of the Pacific Northwest. Astoria has a long
cultural history mainly known for its Scandinavian and Finnish settlers. Astoria’s significant historic connection with the Chinese, however, has seldom
been acknowledged until the construction of the Garden of Surging Waves. Astoria is the oldest U.S. settlement west of the Rockies. It was
established as a strategic fur trading post in 1811 by New York businessman John Jacob Astor to connect his business with Canton, China. Located at
the mouth of the mighty Columbia River, this river town once had thousands of Chinese residents in the late 1800s. The Chinese helped build the
region’s infrastructure and served as the backbone of the then-thriving fish canning industry. Today, there are only a few Chinese families remaining in
Astoria.

Civic and community leaders realized, in 2005, that Astoria had been remiss in acknowledging the significant contributions of Chinese immigrants to
Astoria's growth and development. Under the leadership of the Mayor, the City embarked on creating a landmark project: the Garden of Surging
Waves. This 15,000 sf commemorative plaza became a critical first phase of the full-block 65,000 sf Heritage Square project. Unlike many historic
western cities, Astoria, a working town, has never had a public town square. The addition of this open public square is not only a significant civic
presence to Astoria and the Lower Columbia Basin communities, it is a historic recognition of missing pages in US history. All cities have stories to tell.
The project team, led by urban designer Suenn Ho, sought to create an interpretive public plaza in the center of Astoria's historic downtown that tells
the stories of the early Astorian-Chinese experience, their heritage and values.

An underlying goal of the project is to foster a strong sense of a community of families. Fronting City Hall, the Garden not only reflects the City's clear
intention of embracing the missing stories of the Chinese-Astorians, this site allows for easy accessibility from all directions. The Garden is an inviting
place that one feels at ease to pass through on a daily basis. This urban garden is rich in textures, colors and the ever changing lights, shades and
shadows. It is a place for contemplation as well an active public plaza. There are many symbols, references and seemingly obvious visual cues yet,
with keen observation, the not-so obvious are revealed, such as the idea that silence is not shyness, it is hardship endured. The quotes and stories
are meant to connect with anyone, any family of any heritage.

The Garden of Surging Waves opened on May 17, 2014. Due to its significance, this urban park has also been named as Astoria's bicentennial legacy
project. The name “Garden of Surging Waves” references the famous Surging Waves Pavilion located in a classical Chinese Garden in Suzhou,
China. In Chinese, Can Lang means surging waves, hardship and the color blue. The Garden of Surging Waves prominently fronts Astoria’s City Hall
at the corner of 11th and Duane Streets. Stories and teachings that have been passed down through generations are now told through artistry in steel,
bronze, glass, concrete, wood and rock.

The Garden of Surging Waves was initially planned to occupy a portion of a small 5,000 sf riverfront lot northeast of the intersection of 9th and Astor
Streets. This is the site of a small, under-utilized city park that lies near the heart of what once was Astoria's Chinatown.

At one time, Astoria's Chinatown was the most populated Chinatown north of San Francisco. Defined boundaries of the district vary, but it may be
roughly described as the area along Bond and Astor Streets between 5th and 9th Streets. This district's riverfront was home to several canneries,
where approximately 75 percent of Astoria's Chinese men worked, and its inner blocks contained the associated boarding houses where many of the
Chinese workers lived.

In 2009, a design for the Garden of Surging Waves at the 9th Street site was already complete, and custom-designed artwork from China arrived the
following year when an unexpected opportunity presented itself. On a 65,000 sf city block (the American “Legion Block”) in the center of downtown,
where a Safeway grocery store stood until 2005, waterlogged timbers that had long supported the concrete floor of the store succumbed and began to
collapse into the vacant basement space. This particular block had been a focus of redevelopment discussions ever since the City purchased the
property in 2002. The foundation failure provided the impetus to quickly shift from discussion to action.

City Councilor (now Mayor-elect) Arline LaMear, along with Astoria City Library Director Jane Tucker, suggested moving the Garden of Surging Waves
from its 9th Street site to the more centrally located Legion Block in the middle of downtown Astoria. The new location would be more visible and
provide additional urban park space for community use. The Astoria City Council and the Garden's project committee agreed that the move was a
good solution. The block was subsequently renamed "Astoria Heritage Square."

The Garden of Surging Waves occupies the northwest corner of Heritage Square, adjacent to City Hall, and preserves the design general footprint that
was planned for the original 9th Street location. As funds become available, the remaining portions of the Heritage Square block will be developed for
public use, and include more community gathering space. Concepts call for the block to feature an amphitheater and creative, interpretive “windows”
to Astoria's subterranean past. The American Legion Building currently situated on the site is integrated into the block's design concept.

Absence of the Chinese from Astoria's rich legacy is no longer the case and with completion of the Garden of Surging Waves, there is a heightened
awareness for all cultures that constitute the fabric of Astoria. The contributions of the Chinese will be recognized and celebrated as a significant piece
of that fabric and legacy.
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In 2005, the Chinese Park Committee appointed by Mayor Van Dusen was primarily comprised of families with historic ties to the original Chinese
pioneers and was sensitive to the stories being shared with the community. Originally, the City and the Committee decided to place the 5,000 sf
garden at what was the original Chinatown on 9th Street, along the River Walk by the Columbia River. In 2006, the City hired urban designer Suenn
Ho from Portland to design a classical Chinese Suzhou-style garden. Suenn persuaded the City and Committee that it would be more relevant and
affordable to create a place that focuses on Astoria’s own history and reflects regional character instead. The committee and the City agreed to the
change of design direction.

In 2010, concerns grew about whether or not the original site could be protected from vandalism, considering the lack of visibility from Downtown. The
City, a decade earlier, had purchased the site of a former Safeway store and the public had wanted it to become a central development and gathering
spot. City Councilor Arline LaMear suggested that the Garden be moved to that location between 11th and 12th Streets. The Mayor appointed an Ad
Hoc Committee that then supported this suggestion to the members of the Chinese Park Committee. City staff was apprehensive about whether or not
the Committee would agree, considering the historic placement of the original site but after some discussion, the Committee expressed their
willingness to put the park in a more visible area. The garden expanded from the idea of a garden honoring Chinese Astorian contributions (phase 1),
into an entire "Heritage Square" (phase 2) that pays respect to the many other immigrant communities that have shaped Astoria.

Community support has been a key component in the realization of the Garden. All members of the design team - professionals, community leaders,
city staff, contractors and artisans - engaged in ways that embraced the community and that community involvement helped spur fundraising and
donations both locally, statewide, and from afar. The extended community of supporters included major donors who committed support at opportune
times - the Schnitzer family, Art DeMuro, and Mr. Huo Bao Zhu, Chinese foundry owner and friend of Astoria, who donated the six-foot tall bronze
casting of a 204 BC replica statue installed as the Garden of Surging Waves' Platform of Heritage.

In 2005, the Garden of Surging Waves was intended to be placed at the 5,000 sf riverfront corner lot at 9th and Astor Streets. The funding for the initial
design documents for that site was provided by a Federal grant of $147,000 obtained through former congressman David Wu and community
fundraising spearheaded by Chinese Park Committee member David Lum, Calvin Brown-Wong, and their families. The rough cost estimate for the
construction for the waterfront site was $1 million.

In 2010, when the Garden of Surging Waves was presented as a component of a larger redevelopment project focused on Heritage Square in
downtown Astoria (the block bound by Duane, Exchange, 11th and 12th Streets), funding for the Garden of Surging Waves was earmarked from the
City's urban renewal funds, grants, and donations from individuals, families, companies and other organizations. Although the new site for the Garden
was 3 times bigger, the construction budget grew by only 40 percent.

The total design budget for the Garden of Surging Waves was approximately $350,000 with the construction budget at approximately $1,400,000. This
included conceptual design development through construction. The majority of the design fees were paid through the Astoria East Urban Renewal
District. A grant was obtained from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development of which $54,000 was applied towards design
fees. Most notable private donations to the park and the larger Heritage Square project came from a $250,000 donation by Portland-Astoria
philanthropists Arlene Schnitzer and her son, Jordan Schnitzer. Another significant contribution came from Portland historic preservationist/developer,
the late Art DeMuro, who fell in love with Astoria's historic character and donated $200,000 to the Garden at his death bed. Construction money of
$119,000 also was raised by the project designer Suenn Ho from Portland. Many from the design team such as the electrical engineer (who donated
80% of her services) and the structural engineer, contributed with pro-bono services as well as cash donations. The general contractor also donated
pro-bono and cash to the project. For eight years, the Astoria community painstakingly fund-raised by selling crab-cakes, caps, T-shirts, heritage
bricks and numerous naming opportunities at the Garden of Surging Waves.

From inception to completion, the Garden of Surging Waves took eight years to complete - unusually long for a town of Astoria's size. Community
members, families of the original Chinese pioneers, donors, tourists, and City staff all watched as dragon dancers chased evil spirits away and blessed
the park on Saturday, May 17, 2014. The beautiful park tells a story of the dark past of exclusion of a group of individuals who were critical contributors
to the creation of the City of Astoria and America’s westward expansion. It also serves as an important lesson to listen to the stories and history that
has helped build a City, whether they are good or bad. Continuing ahead, there are further plans to celebrate Astoria’s rich heritage and the many
immigrant communities that contributed to its history with the continued phases to create Heritage Square. As Mayor Van Dusen said, “What we are
doing is…dedicating a beautiful park that tells a story. It is a story of the American pioneers. The story was never told properly. It was a mistake…and
we are correcting that now.”



GARDEN OF SURGING WAVES’ RELEVANT PROJECT DATES (extracted from City’s GSW website) 

05.17.14   The Garden of Surging Waves was officially dedicated with a grand opening celebration. 

02.14.14  The fence surrounding the worksite was removed; the public was able to enter the site for the first time. 

06.13  The balance of funds required to complete all four sequences of construction was raised. 

02.13  Construction began on Sequence A of the Garden of Surging Waves. 

04.12  A community celebration marked the launch of Astoria's Heritage Square, with groundbreaking for the 

Garden of Surging Waves. 

02.12  Astoria City Council authorized submittal of a grant application in an amount not to exceed $150,000 to the 

National Endowment for the Arts for the Garden of Surging Waves. 

01.12  Astoria City Council named the former Safeway site (American Legion Block and future site of the Garden 

of Surging Waves) as Heritage Square.  City of Astoria Historic Landmarks Commission approved a design 

for park improvements on the north half of the American Legion Block, which includes the Garden of 

Surging Waves. 

03.21.11  City Councilor Arline LaMear's concept of incorporating the Garden of Surging Waves, along with other 

prominent civic uses, into the Legion Block redevelopment was presented to City Council.  Mayor Van 

Dusen appointed an ad hoc committee to work with Suenn Ho to develop ideas for locating the Garden of 

Surging Waves on the Legion Block. 

02.11  Astoria City Council established redevelopment of the “Legion Block” as a City goal, following the collapse 

of the former grocery store floor at this location the previous year.  The Council established completion of 

the Garden of Surging Waves as a City goal. 

09.30.10  Six different pieces of artwork of stone and bronze arrived in Astoria from Xi'an, China after being held up 

in Los Angeles for more than a month. A public unveiling of the artwork was held October 16, 2010. 

01.13.10  After a month‐long collaboration between Suenn Ho, Mr. Huo Bao Zhu and Professor Emeritus Charles 

Wu of Reed College, the name 滄浪園 (Cāng Láng Yuán), or “Garden of Surging Waves,” wa born and 

Mayor Van Dusen enthusiastically gave the City of Astoria’s approval. 

10.20.09  A six‐foot‐tall bronze sculpture will be the focal point of the Chinese interpretive park. Valued at $45,000, 

the sculpture is a gift to the City of Astoria and the Advisory Committee from Huo Bao Zhu, foundry owner 

from Xian, China. 

04.15.09  Suenn Ho led a design team to help conceptualize a park that would pay tribute to Astoria’s early Chinese 

immigrants, honoring their culture, and recognizing their contributions to the growth of the city. 

11.14.07  Rep. David Wu secured nearly $150,000 for the City of Astoria to be used toward planning, design and 

construction of the Chinese interpretive park. 

12.12.06  Thanks to the year‐long efforts of the Advisory Committee, and with help from City staff, a conceptual 

design was developed by Suenn Ho. 

07.05  The original plan for a Chinese garden was presented to the Parks Commission and then to City Council. 

The Advisory Committee initially favored a formal garden with very traditional Chinese architecture – a 

kind of miniature version of Portland's Chinese Garden – but members quickly realized the plan would be 

much too expensive. 

04.28.05  The Astoria Chinese Heritage Park Advisory Committee, comprised primarily of representatives of 

Astoria's Chinese community, was appointed by Mayor Van Dusen. 

02.24.05  Mayor Willis L. Van Dusen originally came up with the idea of a Chinese interpretive park at the site of the 

present Ninth Street Park.  

 



INDEX of PERSPECTIVE PROVIDERS Perspective providers organized by categories (1 of 2) 

 
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVE 
 

      ADHDA ‐ Astoria Downtown Historic District Association  
 

      Calvin Brown‐Wong (age 80) ‐ Chairman of Chinese Park Advisory Committee 
2nd generation Chinese Astorian 

     Ron Law ‐ Member of Chinese Park Advisory Committee.  Son of the late Prof. Duncan Law / 3rd 
generation Chinese‐Astorian 

   David Lum (age 81) – 2nd generation Chinese‐Astorian / major local family donor  
 

      Lori Lum – 3rd generation Chinese‐Astorian / Member of Chinese Park Advisory Committee / 
daughter of David Lum 

  Ed Overbay – Master carpenter artisan / Parks Board member / member of Chinese Park 
Advisory Committee 

  Diane Saiget Kantor – Family is a major donor | 3rd generation Chinese‐Astorian 
 
 
PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 
 

  Paul Benoit – Astoria Community Director 1988‐2007 / City Manager from 2007‐2014 
 

  Brett Estes – Astoria Community Director 2007‐2014 / City Manager ‐ current 
 

  Willis L. Van Dusen – 6‐term Mayor of Astoria, retiring at the end of 2014.  
5th generation Dutch‐Astorian 

 
 
 



INDEX of PERSPECTIVE PROVIDERS Perspective providers organized by categories (2 of 2) 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVE 
 

  Rick Amodeo – Structural engineer 
 
 
ARCHITECT or DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
 

  Suenn Ho – Garden of Surging Waves’ Project designer | Urban designer   (formerly with MG2) 
Architect –of‐Record MulvannyG2 closed their regional office in 2014. No perspective offered. 

 
 
OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
 

    Lynn Adamo – Mosaic artist ‐ Sturgeon Mosaic 
 

    Margot Flynn (age 16) – Student artist ‐ Interpretive Panel 
Daughter of project designer Suenn Ho 

  Gerry Gast – Urban Designer / University of Oregon Professor who suggested that 
Garden of Surging Waves should apply for the Rudy Bruner Award 

    Richard Hoyen – Watercolor artist 
 

  Juno Lachman – Glass Artisan ‐ Salmon Lantern / Donor Screen / Interpretive Panel 
 

     Doug Metz [Specialty Metal Fabricator] ‐ Story Screen / Interpretive Panel 
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The Garden of Surging Waves is one piece of a larger puzzle, which helps make Astoria unique, and improves the quality of life for 
its ci zens and the community.  Several years ago, I volunteered to develop the website and even though this responsibility has 
been taken over by the city, I s ll monitor the site for comments and sugges ons.   Shortly a er the GOSW dedica on, there was a 
request, through the website, to use the GOSW as a wedding venue.   I did forward on this request to the city for approval and am 
not sure if the wedding did, in fact, take place but it shows the popularity of the Garden and its aesthe c appeal. 
 
A few other examples, I personally know of, which show how the GOSW has already gained a reputa on for its character and 
design include out-of-state rela ves and friends visi ng Oregon, who made Astoria their des na on so they could view and learn 
about the Chinese history in Astoria and how their descendents were honored. 
 
The GOSW has even made a connec on with my neighbor who, I recently learned, has used the Garden as a venue for her Tai Chi 
sessions. 
 
It is my understanding, the GOSW is the rst of several phases which will comprise the Astoria Heritage Square.  These may include 
an amphitheater, other mul cultural recogni ons and a plaza to enhance the Sunday Market, which is already a popular weekly 
event in the summer months.  I believe the GOSW combined with all these upcoming addi ons will provide a synergy to a ract 
new businesses and help provide stability to exis ng businesses of downtown Astoria. 

It is hard for me to say if there is any way to improve the process, as the nal result is everything we imagined and more.   
 
Unfortunately, the length of me and natural progression of the project saw changes in city administra ve posi ons, committee 
members and sadly the passing of at least four of Astoria's prominent Chinese Elders before the GOSW was completed.  One of 
those was my father and I know he was hoping to live long enough to see the GWSW completed. 
 
Although, I don't know if there is anything I would change about the GOSW project, I think a nice addi on would be a venue to 
provide more educa on of Astoria's Chinese history, which would compliment the GOSW and resources available at the Clatsop 
County Historical Society. 
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VISUAL REPRESENTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TEAM LEADER
City of Astoria | Mayor Willis L. Van Dusen | Chinese Park Advisory Committee | Community

DESIGN TEAM
DESIGNER: Suenn Ho | ARCHITECT OF RECORD: MulvannyG2 Architecture | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Nevue Ngan Associates |
STRUCTURAL/CIVIL: AAI Engineering | ELECTRICAL/LIGHTING DESIGN: MLC Engineering/CANDELA

ARTISANS
Yuan Kun Sculptural Art Co. Ltd. Xian China | Richard Hoyen Illustration | Specialty Metal Fabricators | Hanset Stainless |
Juno Architectural Glass | Lynn Adamo Mosaic | Northwest Precast  | Margot Flynn | Stone Art Engraving

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Robinson Construction

Photo by Suenn Ho

C



Original 5,000 sf site

Relocated 65,000 sf site

Original and relocated project 
sites - in red

City Hall - yellow star

Shaded city blocks - destroyed by 

Streets supported by the historic 
chairwalls in yellow

Original river-edge - in blue

Heritage Square - in orange

Garden of Surging Waves Site Context in Google image and a historic map
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ORIGINAL VISION

Soon after the Astoria City Council and the Chinese Park Advisory Committee approved the 
relocation of the Garden of Surging Waves to the block fronting City Hall, Suenn Ho worked 
with watercolor artist Richard Hoyen in generating a concept representation of Heritage 
Square - a glimpse of what phase one and phase two may look like for the north half of the 
block.  This view from City Hall functioned effectively as a fundraising tool.

Photo by Suenn Ho
Watercolor by Richard Hoyen





At the Garden of Surging Waves, there are a variety of Chinese plant species that were 
selected for the harsh coastal climate of Astoria.  These plants are also chosen for their 
symbolism, color, texture and scents.

One particular choice of Timber Bamboo is used in the Garden design to provide a soft 
visual screen to the north elevation of the existing American Legion building.  The American 
Legion building inspired the design to loosely duplicate its footprint and create a few open 
pavilions for public events in the future Heritage Square Phase 3.



Photos by John Flynn 



Photos by John Flynn 



Quotes from Astoria Chinese families recall the stories that were passed on from earlier 

moments that readers of all heritages can relate to and appreciate.

“hung” Chinese scrolls.  The weather steel quotes leave a rich rusty orange patina on the 
bronze bas-relief of Chinese and English quotes of Chinese teachings, beliefs and values.

Photos by Suenn Ho



Hand-hammered bronze arcs of traditional Chinese landscape paintings are inscribed within 
the weathered steel Moon Gate.

a formal invitation to the journey through the Garden of Surging Waves.

Photos by Suenn Ho



One of the eight marble dragon columns was broken in transit from China to Astoria.

The broken column elicited a tremendous amount of sympathy from the Astoria community.  
Hence, this column, instead of being replaced, has custom-made steel braces so it can stay 
with its “family”, a story to which many immigrants can relate.

Many items in this Garden have donor naming opportunities.  Unlike the seven columns that 
were each priced at $15,000 for a naming opportunity; the mended column was priced at 
$25,000.  Columbia Memorial Hospital of Astoria jumped at the opportunity as the “symbolic 

Photos by Suenn Ho
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The Transition of Pavilion is the focal point of the Garden of Surging Waves.  The Chinese 
design principal of squares (EARTH) and circles (HEAVEN) represent universal HARMONY.  The 
centrally suspended glass salmon lantern and the glass sturgeon mosaic pay homage to the 

20th century.

Local timber is used in building the part of the pavilion structure that symbolizes the Chinese 
roof-brackets.  Rugged regional basalt blocks serve handsomely as majestic benches.

arduous paths to a new life.

Photos by Suenn Ho and John Flynn 



Timeline benches.  Inlaid are 24 bronze timeline markers with historic facts and data  about 
the Chinese-Astorians that were researched by Astoria students.  One of the benches has 
two sculptural chess tables.

Along the Garden’s north side, on Duane Street, there are 15 engraved granite timeline 
planks laid into the Astoria bicentennial Heritage Walk that depict multi-heritage historic 
facts recorded in Astoria.  More granite planks will be added in Phase 2.

Photos by Suenn Ho
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Hundreds of  locals, 
donors and out-of-
states deligates came, 
along with friends and 
families, to celebrate 
a community proj-
ect.  The Garden of 
Surging Waves tells 
bittersweet stories to 
which all can relate.

HERITAGE
SQUARE
A S T O R I A  O R E G O N

GARDEN of
SURGING WAVES

GRAND OPENING 
17 MAY 2014 Senator Betsy Johnson 

Flora Law - wife of the late Prof. 
Duncan Law, who was the key force 
behind Garden of Surging Waves.

Major donors Jordan Schnitzer and 
his mother Arlene Schnitzer.

Natalie DeMuro - daughter of major 
donor, the late Art DeMuro.

Representatives from San Francisco 
reading letters from the Mayor of 
San Francisco and from the Chinese 
Historical Society of America.

Mayor Van Dusen reading a dedi-
cation from the Consul General of 
China.

COPYRIGHT 2014 SUENN HO

Photos by John Flynn

town

State Senator Betsy Johnson
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“...every single detail is just stunning ... In 
decades to come, when we are all gone, 
just like those pioneers who came before us, 
people will walk in this park, the aesthetics 
will speak to them and will tell them of 
a time and place and of a culture; the 
contribution of people before them.  That is 
what community is about.”

Oregon State Senator Betsey Johnson



HERITAGE
SQUARE
A S T O R I A  O R E G O N

GARDEN of
SURGING WAVES

C O M M U N I T Y 
E N J O Y M E N T 

The Garden of Surging Waves, since it’s grand opening, has become a welcoming urban 
space for community members of all ages.  The Garden is next to a senior center where 
elders enjoy rounds of chess games with young relatives, children make rubbings from 

Rockeries from China are at times imaginary horses that take adventurous little riders to far 
away lands.  Tai-Chi groups practice at the sturgeon mosaic while a spontaneous hug at a 



HERITAGE
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GARDEN of
SURGING WAVES
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May all communities care for each other by 
sharing stories.

Thank You for your consideration!

Sincerely submitted by:
Suenn Ho | City of Astoria

& The Garden of Surging Waves Community

Photo by Suenn Ho



2015 Rudy Bruner Award                                Application Submittal  

Project Name: Garden of Surging Waves 
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Tuesday, October 20, 2009

Dragon sculpture breathes new life into Chinese Park project 
(Slideshow)
Chinese businessman donates major art piece to Astoria park project

By SANDRA SWAIN
The Daily Astorian 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009

A 6 1/2-foot tall bronze sculpture will be the focal point of the Chinese Heritage Park 
planned for a site at Ninth and Astor streets, along Astoria's riverfront. The sculpture, 
which features a man holding up a huge incense burner with one hand while calming a 
naughty dragon with the other hand, will be mounted on top of a stone base nearly 2-feet 
tall. 

Valued at $48,000, the sculpture is a gift to the city of Astoria and the Chinese Park 
Committee from Huo Bao Zhu, a Chinese businessman who believes he owes a debt of 
gratitude to the United State after a Portland physician treated him for a rare form of 
leukemia nearly 12 years ago.  

Huo had been given just two years to live by his Chinese doctor, when an American friend 
urged him to seek treatment here. He has already exceeded the Portland doctor's 
prediction of just eight more years to live.  

"He pulled me back from death," Huo said during a visit to Astoria Friday, with Suenn 
Ho, senior designer at Mulvanny G2 Architecture in Portland, translating his remarks. "To 
thank the United States for giving me my second life, for the friendship I received from 
the United States," Huo said he wanted to donate some sculpture to the Chinese Park. He 
has already donated a lifesize bronze elephant to Portland's Chinese Park.  

During his visit, Huo viewed the site of the future Chinese Park and met with Mayor 
Willis Van Dusen and Blair Henningsgaard, president of the Astoria City Council, and 
members of Astoria's Chinese Park Committee. Traveling with Huo in addition to Ho 
were other members of the park's design team, including the project manager, Dan Foeller 
from Mulvanny G2, and Rick Amodeo, principal of AAI Engineering in Portland.  

Ho was first approached about the Chinese Park Project in 2005 and has been working on 
it ever since. For the most part, she and the other members of the design team are donating 
their time. "This is a 'shovel-ready' project," she told the group Friday, pointing to a stack 
of drawings. Cost of the project is $856,000, she said, and that figure includes $33,276 for 
the artistic aspects of the park. 

The Committee now has a full set of building plans and a list of construction items, 
Henningsgaard said, but they still need to raise about $700,000. A $147,000 federal grant 
was secured earlier with help from U.S. Rep. David Wu, but the city's application for a 
$600,000 grant from the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department was not successful. 
Other funding will come from in-kind labor and donations of cash, material and 
equipment.  

Chinese Park Committee members at the meeting included Duncan Law, his son Ron 
Law, Felix Chow, Debby Chan Robertson, Agnes Brown (Wong) and Cal Brown (Wong), 

A small model of the 6 1⁄2-foot-tall 
sculpture made of bronze that Huo Bao Zhu 
will produce at his foundry in China and 
donate to Astoria’s Chinese Park. The 
sculpture features a man holding up a huge 
incense burner with one hand while 
calming a naughty dragon with the other 
hand. A light inside the incense burner will 
be reminiscent of a light house.
Submitted photo
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the committee's chairman. 

Huo told the group he has begun to understand the "uniqueness" of Astoria and to 
appreciate the effort put toward the park by the community." I have a personal respect for 
you," Huo told Van Dusen.  

Huo also showed his respect for Duncan Law, the Chinese community's elder statesman. 
"Today I got to meet you, Professor Law," Huo said. "It's cold and rainy and you are here, 
in a wheelchair, participating. That spirit is very valuable." 

But Huo later expressed some misgivings about the park's location. He said after driving 
by the park site he had "conflicted feelings." "It's so small," he said. "Why put so much 
effort into such a small place?" 

But Robertson explained that the small piece of land is in the part of Astoria that was 
known as Chinatown. "It was the center for our culture," she said. "It was Cal's (Brown's) 
playground as a child." 

The location of the park is small, Van Dusen agreed, but it's a very important place to 
have this park, he said. He said it's been a weakness of the city of Astoria not to have told 

the story to the children of the contributions of all citizens, including the Chinese, who made the city what it is. And he noted that the 
park is across the street from the former location of his family's soda pop business. "I grew up there. I played with all my Chinese
friends there," Van Dusen said. 

Chow said the committee would be honored if Huo would come up with a Chinese name for the park. Huo agreed to think about it. 
And it was a question from Cal Brown (Wong) that led to the dragon sculpture being chosen for the park. Noting that Huo had donated
an elephant sculpture to Portland, Brown asked Huo whether he had any special animal in mind for Astoria. Huo said it should 
probably be an animal associated with the ocean and suggested the dragon sculpture.  

The sculpture is a replica of one from the Western Han Dynasty, which spanned the years from 206 B.C. to 24 A.D. Huo's foundry in
Xi'an, China, called Sanxxi Five Rings Sculptural Arts Co. Ltd., is licensed by the Chinese government to reproduce antiquities.

Ho said the park project had slowed a bit with the departure of Kevin Beck, formerly director of the the city's Parks and Community
Services Department. "He was one of the main pushers of the program. We very dearly miss him," Ho said. 

But she now sees the project picking up speed again. "I am really excited about making sure it all goes right. Mr. Huo's donation fits 
into the program very well," she said. 

Chinese businessman Huo Bao Zhu, left, 
tells Astoria leaders and members of the 
Chinese Park Committee Friday that he will 
donate a $48,000 bronze sculpture to the 
city to be placed in the park. Suenn Ho, 
right, senior designer at Mulvanny G2 
Architecture in Portland, interprets his 
words. 
JOE GAMM — The Daily Astorian>
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Astoria raises idea for plaza  
City considers filling sunken downtown lot with the Chinese park 

ALEX PAJUNAS - The Daily Astorian Workers with Big River Construction remove debris from the site of the former 
Safeway in downtown Astoria Thursday after opening up the basement space. The collapse, caused by heavy rain that had 
pooled in a despression, was discovered by city staff Dec. 13, 2010.  

Posted: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 10:47 am  

Astoria raises idea for plaza By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian  | 0 comments 

Take one part artwork, that’s been cooped up in a building, awaiting the chance – and the money – to see the light of 
day.

Add one part giant hole in the ground, that’s been called an eyesore and a hazard, without a plan for development or 
the funds to see it through. 

Stir them together and what have you got? 

The answer is a proposal to move the Chinese Garden of Surging Waves to the collapsed former Safeway square. 

The Astoria City Council approached the topic Monday, proposing to bring back Designer Suenn Ho of MulvannyG2 
Architecture. 

She will be asked to create three concepts for a modified Chinese garden on the American Legion block.  

Ho designed the Garden of Surging Waves, which is designed to commemorate the often-overlooked role of the 
Chinese community in the early days of Astoria. 

Astoria City Manager Paul Benoit described the idea. 



“When the floor collapsed, it created a real opportunity to take a fresh look at that block and instead of perhaps doing 
more planning, to actually do some real work on the site,” Benoit said.  

“At the same time, on a different track, the city has been working on for the past couple of years, led by efforts of the 
mayor to develop the Garden of Surging Waves, the Chinese park. It’s fully designed, all of the artwork has been 
produced.” 

The artwork is being stored at the former Englund Marine and Industrial Supply building on 15th Street and was 
expected to be transfered to a 5,000-square-foot lot at Ninth and Astor streets when the money for installation was 
raised. 

The idea to switch locations was brought up by Councilwoman Arline LaMear at the City Council’s recent goal-setting 
meeting.  

One of the goals recommended for adoption by the City Council for next year is to redevelop the American Legion-
Safeway block, Benoit said. Another goal is to finish the garden. 

Since the goal-setting discussion, Ho has met with the Garden of Surging Waves Committee, including 15 people of 
Chinese descent. Benoit said the idea was well received and committee members are excited about the opportunity 
to put the park front and center. 

“The Ninth Street block, while it was part of the old historic Chinatown, it’s alone, invisible on the riverfront, and it 
doesn’t attract much traffic,” Benoit said. “The Safeway block, on the other hand, is in the heart of downtown, and the 
community aspiration has always been to do something really wonderful on that block, but ‘What?’ has kind of been 
the question.” 

Mayor Willis Van Dusen made clear Monday that the block is the community’s block and the idea to move the garden 
is not set in stone.  

“Nothing has been decided. We want to see the drawings,” he said. “It’s not our block. ... We need to get the designs 
and let the community take a look at it.” 

Since the former Safeway floor collapsed Dec. 16, the city has gone through great lengths to clean it up, spending as 
little money as possible, while making the smallest footprint possible, to not hinder any future development, city 
leaders have said. 

The block, with the exception of the American Legion building, was purchased by the city of Astoria in 2002. It has 
been fenced off since the plaza showed signed of collapsing, with the goal in mind to make it a public-use space 
eventually. 

The block was recently added to the Urban Renewal District. It is approximately 40,000 square feet; the Chinese 
Garden is proposed to take 5,000 square feet of that. Being a part of the district will allow for more funding options, 
something that has held up the garden in its currently designated space. 

“We spent 10 years talking about what to do on that block,” Benoit said. “We’d like to take three months and actually 
design it and then work on a plan to build it – and not just the Garden of Surging Waves, but actually redevelop that 
block, name it finally, and have that civic plaza and space that the public had been wanting for years.” 



All the City Council members were in favor of bringing Ho back in for redesign. Councilman Russ Warr said it was 
definitely worthy of looking in to and would solve a lot of problems. 

 Members are expected to take action at the next council meeting 7 p.m. April 4. 

In other city news, 

• Astoria Fire Department Chief Lenard Hansen swore in new firefighter Robert Weidman. Weidham, 23, from Astoria, 
was an intern at the fire department and completed a fire-fighting contract in Antarctica for more than a year prior to 
returning home. 

• The Emergency Operations Plan for the city of Astoria was approved in an updated form. 

• The city approved giving $25,000 to the Astoria Bicentennial Committee for a professional public relations campaign. 
Executive Director Mac Burns of the Clatsop County Historical Society said the city is in the “ninth inning and final 
stretch” of planning the Bicentennial year and hopes spreading the word will bring folks in to celebrate Astoria’s 
birthday together. The New York Times was in Astoria last week, he said. The “home run” of the promotional 
campaign is the hope to attract a TV show, like “Good Morning America,” he added. 



By CHELSEA GORROW
The Daily Astorian

The garden on the left, the garden
on the right, or parking underground?

Those were the three big differ-
ences in the Mulvanny G2 Architec-
ture designs for the revamped Garden
of Surging Waves, presented in Asto-
ria Tuesday by designer Suenn Ho.

The garden, which pays homage
to the Chinese Astorians and their
contributions to the town, was pro-
posed to the garden’s committee to be
relocated from Astor Street to the for-
mer Safeway site downtown.

By the end of Ho’s presentation,
that committee decided the garden
does fit better on the former Safeway
lot and not on Astor Street.

“For very selfish reasons, I’m actu-
ally glad it didn’t work out,” Ho said
of the former plans. “Because, what-
ever they proposed there, it was not
really a fair visibility setting for Asto-
ria. It’s not really about Astoria.”

Ho called the proposed park
between 11th and 12th streets “the
living room” of Astoria.

Now, it will be up to the Astoria
City Council and the community to
choose a design.

The Garden of Surging Waves will
not cover the whole lot. It is just one
component of a bigger picture, which
includes green space, a carport for cov-
ered market coverage, trees, a “dis-
guise” for the American Legion build-
ing, and a longer walkway, embel-
lished with a timeline of Astoria’s
history.

“I want to answer all the (com-
munity’s) questions with a pretty clear
conscience,” Ho said. “Can we park?
Yes, we can park. Can we accommo-

date markets? Yes, Sunday Market
and Winter Market. Can we accom-
modate the Garden of Surging Waves?
Yes. And can we provide a place that
people can enjoy and be proud of? I
would hope so.”

The American Legion building will
be shielded with plants of some sort,
according to the drawings.

And the hole will also likely be
filled, Ho said.

“To be honest,  there is some
authenticity that drives this place and
there’s a value of maximize your

resources,” Ho said. “Do what you
can with what you’ve been given and
make it work. Like the broken column
and like the situation with this place.
That situation is a sink hole.”

The committee narrowed it to two
choices and eliminated the under-
ground parking prospect.

“That’s a longshot,” Community
Development Director Brett Estes said.

Clatsop County Historical Society
Director Mac Burns, who serves on the
committee, suggested eliminating the
underground parking concept so as to
not waste everyone’s time.

An underground structure – which
may not even be possible when it
comes to the engineering side of the
plans – would likely have cost $2
million.

 “Freshest Produce In Town”

 Columbia Farme r ’ s Market

 Open 9-5 :30 Tuesday Thru Friday • Saturday 9-5:00

 6th & Bond       Astoria        325-4045

 Ite m of the Week 

 FRESH BUNCHED
 SPINACH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EA.   79 ¢

 WHITE OR YELLOW
 CORN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/   99 ¢

 1# MINI
 CARROTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EA.   99 ¢

 APRICOTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LB.  
 $ 1 79

 LARGE 
 GRAPEFRUIT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2/   99 ¢

 D’ANJOU 
 PEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LB.   79 ¢

 HONEYDEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LB.   49 ¢

 G RAPE
 T OMATOES

   99 ¢
 /  PINT

 An accelerated education is one
 of the best gifts you can give your child

 (503) 861-3334 or www.nccs.us
 796 Pacific Dr. • Hammond, OR

 NORTH COAST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

 OPEN 
 HOUSE
 MAY 19TH • 3:30-5PM

 and MAY 24TH • 5:30-7PM

 ages 3 years old through high school

 ENROLLING ENROLLING
 ALL GRADES

 Jackie Lee Bryan
 Jackie Lee Bryan received her 

 eternal reward on May 11, 2011, while 
 delivering her final gift to the world.  
 Her final moments were spent holding 
 her husband’s hand and with her entire
 family thinking about her.  

 Jackie’s life revolved around her 5-
 Bryans, family and friends. She never 
 hesitated to provide a shoulder for 
 support or a sympathetic ear when 
 needed.  She lived for helping people 
 whenever they were in need as if it was 
 her calling. When she smiled at you, it 
 wasn’t to be polite; it was because she was truly happy to see you.

 Jackie is survived by her loving husband, Gary; her children, 
 Carysa Renee, Geordyn Robert, Jasper Garrett, and Briella Jackson; 
 her parents, Barbara and Bob Sanderson of Warrenton, Oregon; her 
 in-laws, Gary and Naomi Bryan; and her many loving family 
 members and friends.  Jackie has left behind a huge legacy of love 
 and kindness that will be passed on for many generations.

 A Celebration of Life will be held Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 2:00 
 p.m. at South Sound Manor, 455 North St. SE, Tumwater 98501.

 To leave remembrances, go to www.FuneralAlternatives.org. 
 Arrangements are with Funeral Alternatives of Washington
 360-753-1065.
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Top Story
Bicentennial news source

Check out The Daily Astorian and our
website for full coverage of the Astoria
Bicentennial, including photos of the tall
ships, a full Coast Weekend edition Thurs-
day and coverage of author James Ronda’s
speech in Friday’s edition.
dailyastorian.com/news

Each week The Daily Astorian 
staff interviews newsmakers

Let us tell you a story
Download a podcast of our Mon-
day Everyday People feature.
dailyastorian.com/news

All the local sports

Check out local sports as baseball
playoffs loom.
dailyastorian.com/sports

THIS WEEK:
KMUN, KTCB and KCPB
Nancy McCarthy talks with Mary
Blake (pictured) and Neal Wal-
lace about developments planned
at Seaside’s Broadway Park.
dailyastorian.com/afterdeadline

CHELSEA GORROW — The Daily Astorian
Three designs were presented to the Garden of Surging Waves Committee Tuesday morning for the former-Safeway Square. The drawings on
the left place the Chinese garden on the west end, while the drawing on the right puts the garden on the east end. The middle drawing offered
underground parking but was eliminated.

Chinese Garden supporters embrace
move to downtown Astoria location

ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian file
In this October 2010 photo, Suenn Ho, a senior associate designer with Mulvanny G2 architecture, inspects
a white granite pillar with Lori Lum Toyooka and Astoria City Councilor Peter Roscoe. Toyooka is a mem-
ber of the Garden of Surging Waves Committee. The committee agreed to move the garden to the former
Safeway plaza.

By DEEDA SCHROEDER
The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — The Warren-
ton-Hammond School District is
homing in on next year’s budget,
getting closer to final decisions about
which programs and jobs to trim to
make up for an expected nearly $1
million revenue shortfall.

The district’s budget committee
unanimously approved a proposed
budget Tuesday night. 

In the budget, program elimina-
tions included a full-time elementary
computer-art position, a full-time
elementary physical education posi-
tion, a half-time elementary coun-
seling position, and a half-time ele-
mentary library media position. 

Several positions will go unfilled
– a half- time music position, a
blended Kindergarten-first grade
classroom position, and one full-
time elementary position – after res-

ignations or retirements. 
Along with the staffing and pro-

gram eliminations, the district will
spend down about $420,000 of
reserves to fill the shortfall in rev-
enues expected for the 2011-12
school year.

Included in the approved budget
were the additions of free full-day
kindergarten and a half- t ime
Response to Intervention classroom
at Warrenton Grade School. 

The district is also projecting to
eliminate the K-4 early release at 2
p.m. and extend instructional time
for all students until 3 p.m. This will
be contingent upon approval in the
collective bargaining process. The
district will continue with early
release on Wednesdays for staff pro-
fessional development activities.

The approved budget will now
go to the Board for adoption at the
scheduled budget hearing at the June
14 board meeting.

The Daily Astorian and
www.dailyastorian.com/gas are
publishing prices of gas at North
Coast gas stations. Prices will be
accurate as of 9 a.m. on the day of
publication. Readers are invited
to call our gas hot line at (503)
325-4767 and provide the fol-
lowing information: Date and time
of call, location and price of reg-
ular unleaded (without discounts). 

Wednesday
Astoria
Chevron (Marine Drive), $3.99
Union 76 (Marine Drive) ,

$3.99
Shell (Marine Drive), $3.99

Warrenton
Fred Meyer, $3.96

Seaside
Trucke’s 1-Stop, $3.99

Stop & Go Shell, $4.09
Seaside Gulf Service, $3.95

Long Beach, Wash.
Chevron, $4.11

Seaview, Wash.
Texaco, $4.11
Shell, $4.11

Chinook, Wash.
Chinook Store, $4.29

Warrenton school
program cuts move
closer to reality

On the record

DUII arrest
At 6:45 a.m. Monday, an Oregon State Police trooper stopped a car after

it did not signal properly on U.S. Highway 101 and Ensign Lane in War-
renton. After further investigation, the trooper determined that the driver,
Aaron William Robinson of Long Beach, Wash., was impaired. He had a
blood alcohol content of .13 percent and faces a charge of driving under the
influence of intoxicants.

Chartwells and the Astoria School District are teaming up to open
six locations for summer feeding sites in the  community, which will open
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. June 20 to Aug. 26. Nutritious meals will
be available Monday through Friday at: Astoria Middle School, 1100 Klaska-
nine Ave.; Gray School, 785 Alameda Ave.; Bayshore Apartments, 1400
W. Marine Drive; Tapiola Park, 900 W. Marine Drive; Emerald Heights, 1
Emerald Drive; and the Astoria Aquatic Center, 1997 Marine Drive.  

All children age 18 and younger can eat for free at any of the six loca-
tions regardless of income qualifications. Sack lunches cost $3 for adults
older than age 18.  

Summer meals for kids in the works
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