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Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

PROJECT DATA

Project Name	 Location

Owner

Project Use(s)

Project Size	 Total Development Cost

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate)

Date Initiated	 Percent Completed by December 1, 2010

Project Completion Date (if appropriate)

Attach, if you wish, a list of relevant project dates

Application submitted by:

Name	 Title

Organization

Address	 City/State/Zip

Telephone   (           )	 Fax   (           )

E-mail	 Weekend Contact Number (for notification):

Perspective Sheets:

Organization	 Name			                 Telephone/e-mail

Public Agencies

Architect/Designer

Developer

Professional Consultant

Community Group

Other

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply).
__ Direct Mailing	     __ Magazine Announcement	 __ Previous Selection Committee member	 __ Other (please specify)		
__ Professional	     __ Previous RBA entrant										              	
     Organization	
	  									            	 _______________________________

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to 
submit the application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature	 Date

__ Bruner/Loeb Forum
__ Online Notice
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Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

Project Name

Address	 City/State/ZIP

1. Give a brief overview of the project.

	

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence ? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 	     	
	  urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 	     	
	  issues; design quality.)

PROJECT AT-A-GLANCE
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

1.  Describe the underlying values and goals of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project?

2.  Briefly describe the project’s urban context. How has the project impacted the local community? Who does the project serve? How
     many people are served by the project?
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3.  Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate.

5.  Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONT’D)

4.  Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable.
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Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided.

Please separate this page from the rest of the application. Award Use should be submitted in a sealed envelope along with the application 
materials. It will not be used in judging entries or be seen by members of the Selection Committee.

Please describe how Award monies will be used to benefit the project.  (The Award check will be made out to the Applicant unless otherwise 
specified.)

** This statement should be signed by the applicant. Photocopies or facsimile copies of the statement with original signature is acceptable. 		
	  Award Use statement should be submitted in a sealed envelope along with the application materials. 

Name and Title

AWARD USE

Date
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Original Images of Salvaged Materials
"Before"
Recycled into the Park,

Glass Block from building across from the Park.
This became the Inspiration for the Glass Block Benches.
Glass block was also commonly used on ship decks.
lt was too difficult to remove so was purchased new.

Ship Doors salvaged from the deck of an abandoned ship.
The three doors were used for the tops of the Park Tables.

Transmitter Box from the deck of the ship.
The Aluminum lid was recycled along with the multitude of
stainless steel bolts. This became the lid of the Park Barbecue.

[The Park Barbecue is the only element in the Park that has not
yet been installed. This is due to legal issues with the Fire
Department. The lid was created with a lock. The intention is to
use this for community events sponsored by the Brooklyn Navy
Yard Development Corporation.
Hopefully this issue will be resolved.)
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	Project Name: Brooklyn Navy Yard Park
	Location: Brooklyn Navy Yard
	Owner: The Yard's Owner is The City of New York
	Project Uses: Park for Tenants, Workers, and Visitors to the Yard. 
	Project Size: The Park is approximately 60 feet by 120 feet.
	Total Development Cost: $56,386.00
	Annual Operating Budget: The Park is maintained by the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
	Date Initiated: Fall of 2009
	% Complete by 12/1/10: 100 Percent
	Project Completion Date (if appropriate): The final installation where placement was decided was Spring 2010.
	Applicant Name: Michelle Greene
	Applicant Title:  Artist who Designed and Fabricated the Park.
	Organization: Michelle Greene / Metal Fabrication
	Address: Brooklyn Navy Yard,  Unit 144, 63 Flushing Ave
	City, State Zip: Brooklyn, New York 11205
	Phone Area: 646
	Phone: 595-9709
	Fax Area: 
	Fax: 
	Email: info@michellegreenesculpture.com
	Weekend Contact: 212-675-6142
	Public Agency 1: 1. Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation                                     ematz@brooklynnavyyard.com
	Public Agency 2: Elliot S. Matz, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer                              718-907-5968
	ArchitectDesigner: Michelle Greene
	Developer: 2. Kerry A. Keegan, Senior Vice President, Design and Construction             kkeegan@brooklynnavyyard.com                                                                                                             
	Professional Consultant 1:                                                                                                        718-907-5927
	Professional Consultant 2:                3. Anthony Jarzembowski, Vice President, Operations                          ajarzembowski@brooklynnavyyard.com                    com
	Community Group 1:                                                                                                    718-907-5952
	Community Group 2: 
	Other:      4. Daniella Romano, Vice President of Programs and Research                    dromano@brooklynnavyyard.com
	Other 2:                                                                                                                                            718-907-5915
	Direct Mail: Off
	Magazine: Off
	SC Member: Off
	Other Source: Off
	Prof Org: Off
	Previous RBA entrant: Off
	Online Notice: Yes
	BL Forum: Off
	Other Text: 
	Sign Date: December 5, 2010
	POG Project Name: Brooklyn Navy Yard Park
	POG Address:  Brooklyn Navy Yd., Unit 144, 63 Flushing Ave.
	POG City/State/Zip: Brooklyn, New York ,11205
	POG Project Overview: In 2009 I submitted the winning proposal to create a Park area for the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The final installation took place in  2010. Using  the Yard for inspiration, I designed tables, benches, and a barbecue using recycled materials from the Yard. There are a total of 10 benches (two sculptural designs) 3 tables and 1 barbecue. All relate to the Navy Yard's maritime past. 

The park furniture utilizes material from a ship deck house which was left by a previous tenant. The salvaged ship doors have been recycled into table tops. The circular wheels that once opened these doors now turn in the Park.  I also chose to leave the original steel tags that identified the location of each door. The original aluminum lid, from the ship transmitter box, became the lid of the park barbecue. 

The glass block benches were inspired from nearby Building 128, an old Machine Shop from World War 11. The exterior walls were constructed with Glass Block to give the building light. Glass Block was also commonly used on ship decks. The four benches curve thru the Park. The glass reflects the water and nature's beauty. The park is used by many Yard workers and visitors who enjoy  its reference to the History of the Yard.

	POG Self-Evaluation: I have been using greening and recycling in my artwork since I began creating.  It has always bothered me that we have become a throw-away-society. I appreciate the beauty of the past and understand the value of materials. My ideas often come from looking at materials and imagining them in a new form. 

My art studio has been in the Brooklyn Navy Yard for almost 20 years. This environment has had an influence on my artistic vision and what I create. The  industrial beauty is powerful and intense. When I look out my studio window, I see the water, an abandoned dry dock, and a giant steel crane that looks like a rusting dinosaur. The giant machine shop, from Word War II across from the Park, is in the process of being torn down. It will be replaced by a new Green manufacturing center.

 When I thought about creating the Park, my motivation was to create a space that alluded to the Yard's History and that reflected its future. With the continual pouring of concrete and new construction, there needs to remain places for people to meet, exchange ideas, and be surrounded by nature's beauty. As this environment becomes modernized, I watch elements from the past disappear. I love the artistic inspiration that comes from the past. I am motivated to recycle it into the future in an inventive and artistic way.

This is the first Green Park in the Brooklyn Navy Yard . There are currently over 275 businesses employing over 5,600 people in the Yard. Many visitors come to the Yard each day. Before the Park existed, there was no outdoor place for people to congregate, eat lunch, or take a break from the work day.  I feel that this Park merits the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. With passion and vision, it is possible to work within a limited budget and utilize recycling and greening to build a creative space. The square footage of these small gems is secondary to their development in urban spaces. Small urban spaces are an important and memorable part of one's daily routine. Communities need spaces that renew the spirit.
	PD Values and Goals: The Brooklyn Navy Yard Industrial Park previously had no place where people could meet, relax, and exchange ideas. Initially, inexpensive generic picnic tables were considered for this site. The Yard put out a call to tenants to submit proposals. There was a limited budget. I submitted the winning proposal. I was able to do this project and stay within the budget by salvaging and recycling things in the Navy Yard that were going to be discarded.

 I envisioned creating a space that reflected the industrial beauty of the Yard as well as its maritime history. I wanted the aesthetics of the Park to incorporate the past and the future of this growing business community. 
As progress takes place in the Yard, I  often hear people comment on the worth of items in terms of scrap metal prices. This always astounds me. When I look at many of these relics, I see there worth in terms of how they might be creatively transformed into something new. The challenge and exciting way to work within this budget was to salvage materials and give them new life in a Park setting. 

An old Machine Shop from World War 11 was being torn down when I created my proposal. The exterior walls of this Building were constructed out of Glass Block. Located by the water, the glass block was a thing of beauty. It reflected the water, sky, and gave a feeling of elegance to the decaying steel foundation. I chose to recreate this feeling in the Park. My inspiration for the Glass Block Benches came from Building 128. In my original proposal I intended to reclaim the glass block and use it for the backs of the benches. If this project had not been presented  to me,I never would have come up with this creative idea.  When I started on the fabrication, I realized that time wise it would be easier to purchase the glass block new. It was too difficult to remove without  breaking. The end result was just as successful. This sculptural bench design came from a Building I have walked by for the past 19 years and that will soon no longer exist.

 I had already created the design for the Park Tables by recycling the Ship Doors from an abandoned Ship Deck. When I looked at the aluminum lid of the ship's transmitter box I knew I had found the inspiration for my barbecue. The barbecue has not  been bolted down and installed due to legal issues with the Fire Department. 
	PD Urban Context: The Brooklyn Navy Yard is a 300 acre Industrial Park. It was once known as America's premier shipbuilding facility. Today it is known for its diverse businesses and movie studios. In the Fall an 8,000 square foot Museum and Visitors Center will open at Building 92. The Yard currently has a regular tour program that stops at the Park.
This is a highly visible area. While eating lunch, people can enjoy views of the water and Manhattan skyline. Several school groups have come to the Park. I have observed the students run to the tables and immediately interact with the wheels that turn. 

 There are currently over 275 businesses employing over 5,600 people in the Yard. Many visitors come to the Yard each day. Before the Park existed, there was no place for people to congregate, meet, and share ideas. 



	PD Development Process: The proposal that I submitted,  incorporated the creation, design, and fabrication of the Park. I received help from the Yard to move and extricate artifacts from their current locations. The Yard's contractor installed the stone pavement and the exterior curved wall. The total development cost  includes the financial compensation awarded to the contractor. Once the initial design was approved, The Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation trusted me to complete the project on schedule. The contractor was responsible for the final installation. 
	PD Financing: The Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation financed the project with funding from various sources. The project was part of a much larger reconstruction of the water, sewer, and road system in the Navy Yard. This was mostly funded with capital from the City of New York. The Navy Yard is owned by the City of New York.
	PD Uniqueness/Adaptability: The project is unique in the fact that it utilizes artifacts from the Yard's History. It does though address significant urban issues. Greening and Recycling can successfully be used  in the development of urban spaces. This process makes the environment  meaningful to people from the community and sparks the imagination. It is also a way to work within a limited budget. 
	Award Use Narrative: As the designer of the project, and also a tenant in the Yard, I would like the Park to look as fresh as it did when it was first created. It has already seen one winter of snow. I would use the award to maintain the quality of the finish on the metal, wood, and glass. I want the Park to be a valued part of each work day for many years. 

I would also like to create bike racks that are site specific to the Park. The design would reflect the existing nautical theme. I envision incorporating the circular ship door wheel into a bike rack design.  Many people in the Yard bike to work. This is an important aspect of Greening the environment. In creating functional elements for urban spaces, usually one design is made and then mass produced. Creating functional pieces that are site specific makes that space memorable. It also sparks the imaginations of the people that visit. 

 In the future I would also like to create additional seating designs. It would be wonderful to see this environment expand to other areas of the Yard.  Even one seat or bench can offer individuals a place to renew the Spirit. 

(In 2008 I created bike racks for the Perry Street Building in the Navy Yard. The Yard's workers and visitors use these racks for both bikes and motorcycles.) 

(In 1991 I created Rail Riders'  Throne for New York City MTA. The Throne is located at the Columbia University subway station at 116th Street on the downtown side. People sit on the Throne while waiting for the train. It has become an enjoyable part of the daily commute.)

Both of these past projects can be viewed on my website:  www.michellegreenesculpture.com


	AU Name and Title: Michelle Greene
	AU Sign Date: December 5, 2010


