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PROJECT DATA

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

, American Veterans Memorial . Nix Ridge Road, Ash Flat, Arkansas
Project Name Location

City of Ash Flat, Arkansas

Owner

Project Use(s) Memorial honoring all veterans of the American Armed Forces

Approximately one acre $322,000

Project Size Total Development Cost

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate) N/A

January 2003

Percent Completed by December 1, 2010 98%
Officially dedicated on November 10, 2006

Date Initiated

Project Completion Date (if appropriate)

Attach, if you wish, a list of relevant project dates

Application submitted by:

Leonard H. Holden, Jr. Chairman, American Veterans Memorial Committee

Name Title

Organization American Veterans Memorial Committee

Hardy, Arkansas 72542

Address City/State/Zip
Telephone (870 ) 856-2268 Fax (870 ) 994-3168
E-mail Inh@centurytel.net Weekend Contact Number (for notification): 870-856-2268

Perspective Sheets:

Organization Name Telephone/e-mail

Public Agencies City of Ash Flat Charlotte Goodwin 870-994-7324 afclerk@ashflat-ar.org

Treasurer American Veterans Memorial Committee

Architect/Designer (Designer) Leonard H. Holden, Jr. 870-856-2268 Ihh@centurytel.net

Developer City of Ash Flat Mayor Danny Traw 870-994-7324 afclerk@ashflat-ar.org

Professional Consultant V€t€ran WW-Ii Nelson Gatewood 870-856-2216
Member VFW, DAV, MOPH

Community Group VFW Post 4772, Highland, Arkansas

Other

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply).

O Direct Mailing & Magazine Announcement O Previous Selection Committee member & Other (please specify)
O Professional 0 Previous RBA entrant O Online Notice
Organization O Bruner/Loeb Forum

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to
submit the application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date
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PROJECT AT-A-GLANCE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not

used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

) American Veterans Memorial
Project Name

Address P.O. Box 280 City/State/ZIP Ash Flat, Arkansas, 72513

1. Give a brief overview of the project.

The American Veterans Memorial was designed to be a unique Memorial to honor all veterans of the American
armed forces. The central part of the design is a sixty foot flag pole flying the American Flag and surrounded by five
twenty-foot poles flying the flags of the five major branches of the armed forces. At the opposite side of the central
flag poles are two cast bronze statues one representative of a male soldier and the other a female soldier.

Walls that partially surround the central flags contain engraved bricks in honor of individual veterans. The other
half of the Memorial is centered around a water fountain with a series of bronze doves spiraling toward the sky.
Surrounding the water fountain is a configuration of benches representative of the pentagon. Facing the water
fountain and partially surrounding the central bench is a memorial to purple heart recipients, a civil war era cannon,
a granite wreath in memory of those who gave the supreme sacrifice, a granite obelisk with historical military
pronouncements engraved, and a wall representing historical events engraved in granite. In addition, a bronze
statue of a War Dog is displayed near the water fountain. Also partially surrounding the pentagon benches are
additional walls containing engraved bricks of individual veterans.

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the

urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban
issues; design quality.)

The American Veterans Memorial is a world class Memorial. The design which includes honoring both male and
female soldiers as well as the Canine Corp is thought to be unique within the United States. This coupled with
components in honor of purple heart recipients, those who gave the supreme sacrifice and all veterans of the
American Civil War along with the other components or this Memorial is something every veteran and citizen can be
proud. It is a place of honor also for all veterans to have their names engraved and displayed for future generations
to know of their sacrifices. This Memorial is a great asset for the Nation, the State of Arkansas, and particularly the
small City of Ash Flat.

The City of Ash Flat is part of a quad-city area which is a major tourist destination, consequently, much of the
economy of the area depends upon tourist trade. The Veterans Memorial serves, in addition to honoring veterans,
as a tourist attraction for the area.

The primary impact has been in the pride of the community to have such a unique Memorial in their area. Many
local people visit the Memorial on a regular basis and to attend veterans ceremonies given by the American Legion
and the VFW.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

1. Describe the underlying values and goals of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project?

The original goal of the project was to develop a Veterans Memorial that was unique, or different, from most
others in the United States. Further, the goal was to make it a place that all veterans would be proud to have
their names displayed. We think that we have accomplished these goals. The Memorial has been praised by
everybody that visits.

The uniqueness is in the displays of both a male and female soldier as part of the central theme, along with
honoring the War Dog as a major contributor to the National Defense. Very few Memorials honor the female
soldier or the War Dog, combining all of these in a single Memorial has been extremely will received by all
visitors.

No significant trade-offs were made during the development of the project. The original design was made to
include all the component of the completed Memorial. If any trade-offs were made it was in the cost and size of
the bronze statures.

2. Briefly describe the project’s urban context. How has the project impacted the local community? Who does the project serve? How
many people are served by the project?

The primary impact has been in the pride of the community to have such a unique Memorial in this rural area.
Many local people visit the Memorial and the surrounding City Park on a regular basis. The American Legion and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) hold their ceremonies at the Memorial. The Memorial is featured in the
City's advertisements and well as other tourist advertisements of the area.

The Memorial has space for about 2700 veterans names and now has about 1500 displayed. Considering the
family members of these veterans many thousands of people are directly connected to the Memorial. The
committee continues to add names to the curved walls.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION (conrp)

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate.

The design of the walls that contain the names of veterans are curved and slanted so as to provide easy
viewing of the names. These walls are considered the central theme since the purpose of the Memorial is to
honor all veterans of the armed forces and their sacrifices in defense of freedom. The different elements of the
design is such that adequate space is available for relatively large gatherings to view the different components.
The overall construction makes use of a unique form of concrete giving the appearance of stone. It is very
durable and beautiful to look at.

Community participation has been through volunteer labor and assistance in fund raising events. Many
individuals and businesses in the area have contributed funds for the construction.

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable.

Funding for the project was by individual and corporate donations, no public funds have been used except for
some labor provided by Ash Flat City employees. Donations have been as little as $20 and as large as $25,000
from individuals and up to $15,000 by corporations in the area. Some funding has been by the sale of engraved
bricks that are sold at a nominal amount to veterans or their families. Additional funds have been by fund raising
events. Large contributors are recognized by a granite marker by the component or monument that they sponsor.

The bronze statues were the most expensive of the monuments at a cost of $25,000 each, the canine statue
cost was $12,000. The other monuments varied from $5,000 to $10,000. Most of these amounts were donated by
individuals or local businesses. The cost of construction of the project was approximately $100,000.

In order to complete the project in a timely manner, seven committee members secured a loan from a local
bank. Part of this loan (approximately $40,000) is still outstanding.

5. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings?

The American Veterans Memorial is unique as described above. It is believed that this may be the only
Veterans Memorial that honors both female and male soldiers as will as the Canine Corp or War dogs. The other
components, the walls containing the names of American veterans of all eras, the Purple Heart monument, and
the monument honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, combined with the other components of the
Memorial make this a place of high honor and pride for all veterans and their families.

The design or model can be adapted to any urban area, as an example, a visitor from Florida asked if he could
take pictures and use our design to build a similar Memorial in Florida. We were happy to help him in this way.
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AWARD USE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided.

Please separate this page from the rest of the application. Award Use should be submitted in a sealed envelope along with the application
materials. It will not be used in judging entries or be seen by members of the Selection Committee.

Please describe how Award monies will be used to benefit the project. (The Award check will be made out to the Applicant unless otherwise
specified.)

The award monies will be used to help retire the debt owed to the bank by the seven committee members. This will
allow us to use future money donated or raised by the committee to acquire additional surplus military equipment for
display at the Memorial. At the present time the Memorial has a 105mm howitzer and a Korean era battle tank on
display. These are provided on loan by military surplus but we have to pay transportation, demilitarizing and proper
display of the equipment. Some funding is required for upkeep and maintenance of the Memorial. The city of Ash Flat
now provides some of this funding, but the committee continues to assist.

** This statement should be signed by the applicant. Photocopies or facsimile copies of the statement with original signature is acceptable.
Award Use statement should be submitted in a sealed envelope along with the application materials.

Name and Title Date
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

Mike Byron

Member, Veterans Memorial Committee

Name Title

Organization Nat. Assoc. of Retired Federal Employees (NARFE) Telephone ( 870 ) 856-4213

Address 136 FM 101 City/State/ZIP Highland, Arkansas 72542
Fax | )N/A E-mail dorisbyr@hotmail.com

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. What role did you play in the development of this project?

| was asked to become a Committee member at the beginning of this project primarily to provide advice from a
military standpoint and to help in the fund raising effort. However, as a founding committee member, | have been
involved in all aspects of the design and construction of the American Veterans Memorial. The role of the committee
is to manage the construction and operation of the Memorial and to plan and carry out various fund raising activities
to help fund the many aspects of the construction and management.

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible.

This project has had a profound effect on fellow veterans and particularly their families. The Memorial is a place
of honor for all veterans of the military forces. It provides a place of honor for military organizations to have their
various ceremonies and events and space for visitors to attend these ceremonies. The Memorial is also an ideal
place for education purposes, where students and younger generations can observe and see the hundreds of
names on the walls and better understand the sacrifices that many have made for their continued freedom.
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE (conrp)

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them?

As a committee member each facet of the development was discussed and approved as the construction
proceeded. Some compromises had to be made primarily because of cost. Other trade-offs such as the size of the
two soldier statues had to be made based on the high cost of these monuments.

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project?

The most successful aspects of this project is its unique design and its recognition as a major Veterans Memorial.
It is a great accomplishment to have such a successful development in the small city of Ash Flat. It has been
recognized throughout the area as a tourist attraction and a place of honor for all veterans of the armed forces.
There is no least successful aspects that comes to mind, the whole project has been extremely successful.
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DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a representative of the group which did.

Name Daniel Traw Title Mayor, Ash Flat, Arkansas
Organization City of Ash Flat Telephone ( 870 ) 994-7324

Address 897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280 City/state/zip Ash Flat, Arkansas 72513
Fax ( 870 ) 994-3168 E-mail afclerk@ashflat-ar.org

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. What role did you or your company play in the development of this project? Describe the scope of involvement.

From the initial onset of having a Memorial built in honor of our American veterans, the City took an active
leadership in seeing this dream become a reality in our community. It was our desire, and still is, not to build the
Memorial using any monies from local or state taxes. The City led the campaign in recruiting individual and corporate
donations for initial start-up funds for this project. There has been overwhelming and positive response from the public
fo this project.

The City has also provided many opportunities for community involvement and input to this project. Some of these
opportunities include public dinners, free BBQs at the Memorial site, monthly/quarterly City-wide newsletters, and
keeping the public informed of all activities and development of the Memorial in the local media.

In regards to the location of the Memorial, the City was able to provide a location, and currently provides daily
upkeep and cleaning.

2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project?

The City provided several City employees on a daily basis, who were able to use our own equipment in completing
tasks that saved the Memorial money and otherwise would have increased the projects financial burdens. Of course,
the time the City employees were working for the Memorial, they could have been working on other tasks. The City also
provides an answering service at the City Hall for anyone desiring information about the Memorial (community events,
donation, etc.). These employees of the City also provide their time in taking brick orders from individuals desiring to
purchase a memorial brick.

One of the compromises that the City made in this project was providing a location for the Memorial. The City had to
return a grant to the State of Arkansas in the amount of approximately $140,000, because the Memorial became a
much larger project than initially expected and took property away from land that was intended by the State to use for
other purposes. The City felt, and still does, that it was the right thing to do in giving this money back to the State,
especially if the grant money came with such controlling factors and would keep the Memorial from being built in the
proper fashion and as desired.
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DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE contp)

3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of financing were used?

Again, no tax monies have been paid into the project. The City was able to help encourage individual and corporate
groups to donate to the project with the belief that their monies would be used in the best and most effective means
possible. With the City's backing and promise that the Memorial would be completed on time and as planned, many of
these donations and financing were made possible.

However, even with the overwhelming positive response by the public to the Memorial, building funds were
insufficient to complete the project in a timely manner. So, each member of the American Veterans Memorial
Committee agreed to co-sign a note with a local bank in the amount of approximately $170,000. To date, the Memorial
Committee has managed to repay the bank almost 80% of the note.

Although the City provides maintenance and daily upkeep, and the Memorial Committee continues to provide
fund-raisers to pay off the remaining $35,000 balance on the project note; there are ongoing issues of financial
obligation to the Memorial, such as replacing flags when they become worn, side-walk repair, lawn care and repair, etc.

4.What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of the project?

The most successful aspect of this project is that the Memorial has provided a place for literally thousands of
citizens to gather, visit, and/or promote to others in honoring the men and women of our military from every era of time,
those living and deceased. This project has also helped educate our children and youth about the need to honor our
American Veterans and the sacrifices that these veterans have made in the hope of continuing to provide a nation of
free people.

The City and Memorial Committee have worked together very hard in helping to educate the public that this project
has been built from donations, grants, and loans by Committee members....and that absolutely no public tax dollars
have helped fund it. We are hoping that the public will continue to increase their knowledge, both about the funding of
the Memorial and to its' overall importance for all people--both veterans and non-veterans, for generations to come.
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other services.

Name Leonard H. Holden, Jr. (Designer) Title Chairman, American Veterans Memorial
Organization American Veterans Memorial Committee Telephone ( 870 ) 856-2268

Address 52 Holden Lane, P.O. Box 322 City/State/ZIP Hardy, Arkansas 72542

Fax | y  N/A Email Nh@centurytel.net

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc.

The Memorial has been designed as a unique area of the City Park to honor all veterans of the American armed
forces. The separate components of the Memorial were selected and designed to have significant meaning to
American veterans. The entire Memorial is constructed by a unique concrete and rock technique and consistent
throughout.

The 10 foot wall at the entrance has a map of the world engraved in granite, chosen to represent all the areas of
the world that veterans have served. Around the map are plaques that represents each of the five military services.
On top of this wall is a large bronze eagle representative of the freedom and strength of America.

The central flag arrangement highlights the American flag that all veterans fight for surrounded by each of the
military service flags. A bench encircles the American flag.

The male and female bronze statues are arranged facing the central American flag.

The purple heart monument is in honor of all those that have received the purple heart

The History wall depicts historical pictures of military significance engraved in granite.

The Wreath or MIA/KIA monument is to honor those who made the supreme sacrifice.

The Civil War cannon is a representation of the Civil War and adds to the uniqueness of the Memorial.

The bronze statue of a war dog represents the contribution of the canine corp in the defense of freedom.

The fountain and spiraling doves are surrounded by a pentagon shaped bench.

At the center of the Memorial is a large granite obelisk with famous and patriotic statements engraved on each
side.

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design.

The Memorial is designed for easy access for the disabled, as well as ideal for groups and military ceremonies
with adequate bench space and open area surrounding the individual components. Each component can be easily
viewed and/or photographed by visitors. A directory is provided to ease in the location of veterans names. Also on
display is military equipment (a battle tank and a 105mm howitzer) that provides interest to people who may not have
seen such military equipment. Space is available for additional equipment displays.

The Memorial and adjacent parking area are well lighted as is the American flag as required. Many visitors come
in the evening and walk around and within the Memorial. Some bring mementoes such as flowers or small flags and
such and leave them on the walls or at the MIA/KIA monument.

The American Legion and VFW hold their ceremonies at the Memorial each year.

28



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (conro)

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project.

The basic concept was to make the design as unique as possible, and to provide a Memorial that veterans and
their families would be proud to have their names displayed. The curved and slanted walls containing the names were
somewhat difficult to design so that they would be stable and function as intended. The other components were of
standard design, with the exception of the history wall, which was originally designed to be cast in bronze, but was
determined to be too expensive. An engraved granite technique was used instead. Other design criteria was to assure
proper space around each component for access and viewing, and to provide enough benches for people to set and
provide an area for military ceremonies.

All of the individual components were arranged to be attractive and displayed for their importance, for instance the
two bronze statues, the Male and Female soldiers, were arranged as the focal point of the memorial and given equal
status.

The entire Memorial can be a history lesson because veterans from the revolutionary war to present are
represented on the walls as will as the other monuments making up the Memorial.

4. Describe the ways in which the design relates to its urban context.

The Memorial is constructed using a unique method in which concrete is cast into blocks that resemble natural
rock. The blocks are colored in different ways to enhance the design. The concrete floor is also groved and colored to
resemble native stone work as well, this provides an attractive and unique design that attracts attention as well as
being a very durable construction technique.

Extensive landscaping around the Memorial, such as trees, shrubs, flowers and grass enhance the overall
peacefulness of the area and blends in with the rest of the City Park. A relative large parking area is adjacent and
shared with the rest of the City Park.
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project providing services other than physical design
or planning (e.g., legal services).

Name Nelson Gatewood Title Quartermaster, VFW post 4772
Organization DAV #55, VFW 4772, & MOPH #581 Telephone ( 870 ) 856-2216

Address 2817 Hwy 62/412 City/State/ZIP Highland, Arkansas 72542
Fax_( ) VA E-mail N/A

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project?

Because of my experience with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV), the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
and Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH), | was ask to become a member of the American Veterans Memorial
as a consultant for military matters. As a member of the Memorial committee have been involved in all aspects of the
development of the Memorial. | have participated in acquiring surplus military equipment for display and given
support through the VFW and DAYV in fund raising efforts. | continue to be an active member of the American
Veterans Memorial Committee.

2. Describe the project’s impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible.

The impact and acceptance of the project has been phenomenal. The Memorial is now one of the main
attractions for visitors to the Ash Flat area. Pictures of the Memorial are used in tourist promotional material and
advertising of the community. The VFW and American Legion how use the Memorial for their ceremonies and
events.

The Memorial is becoming recognized as one of the finest in the country and is often compared to some of the
National Memorials in Washington and elsewhere. Veterans and their families, particularly families of deceased
veterans, often come by to walk around the Memorial and see the names of their family members engraved on the
walls.
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE «conrp)

3. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession?

The Memorial is a great example of what can be accomplished when a community pulls together and decides to
do something for the good of everyone. This project was constructed totally by donated funds and by fund raising
events, no public or tax payer funds was used or ask for.

The overall Memorial is a piece of history in that it represents all veterans of the armed forces and what they have
sacrificed for the freedom of America. Future generations can come here and see the names and know that we must
continue to defend against any enemy that threatens our freedom.

4.What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project?

All of the main aspects of the original design have been accomplished. The overall development has moved
along smoothly and in a timely manner. | can think of no aspects that have been least successful.
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or who represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project
respond to neighborhood issues.

Charlotte Goodwin Title Recorder/Treasurer

Name

Organization  CIty of Ask Flat Telephone (870 ) 994-7324

Address 897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280 City/State/zip ASh Flat, Arkansas 72513
Fax (870 ) 994-3168 E-mail afclerk@ashflat-ar.org

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play?

The project was presented to the City Council of Ash Flat by the developer/designer of the Memorial who was
looking for a suitable location. City officials immediately recognized the importance of this project and agreed to donate
a portion of the City Park for the project.

A development and management committee was formed on which | became a member as the representative of the
City and as treasurer of the committee.

2. From the community’s point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project?

To honor the men and women who serve this great country in a place in town where visitors and tourist, and the
families of veterans could visit in peace. The City Park is ideal with little traffic or noise.

The City of Ash Flat had obtained a large grant for the City Park which would not allow the Memorial to be built.
The City thought that the Memorial was more important then the grant and thus returned the grant money. Without this
compromise the Memorial could not have been constructed.

City employees have contributed considerable labor to the construction of the Memorial. Several City Councilman
have donated their council pay for the construction as well.
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE conrp)

3. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how?

Yes, the Memorial has increased tourist trade to the area as well as community pride to have a Memorial of this

importance located in this small city. Since the Memorial represents all veterans it has brought together people from
the surrounding area who also take pride in having it located in Northeast Arkansas.

The Memorial provides an honored place for the American Legion and the VFW to have their services, and space
for the public to attend.

4. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through?
No, the project has progressed on schedule and has exceeded all expectation. All funding for the project was

raised independently of the City and with the exception of some labor by the City employees, no tax money was
utilized in the construction. The committee has further plans to display additional military equipment as they become
available.
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by a staff representative of a public agency directly involved in the financing, design review, or public approvals
that affected this project.

Name Charlotte Goodwin Title Recorder/Treasurer
Organization City of Ash Flat, Arkansas Telephone ( 870 )

Address 897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280 City/State/zIpAsh Flat, Arkansas 72513
Fax ( 870 ) 994-3168 E-mail  afclerk@ashflat-ar.org

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Signature Date

1. What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this project by your agency
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements).

The City of Ash Flat provided a location for the Memorial as a part of the City Park. Support by city officials, City
Council and the Mayor has been unanimous.

Funding for construction of the Memorial is by individual and corporate donations, and the city provides publicity
and support for fund raising efforts. Ongoing maintenance of the Memorial is provided by the city.

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were required to implement the project? How
did your agency participate in making them?

The major benefit for the city is as a tourist attraction. Other benefits is the place of honor that the Memorial
provides for the many veterans and retirees in the area.

It was necessary for the city to compromise by turning back a large parks grant that would have prevented the
building of the Memorial. It was determined by the Mayor and City Council that the Memorial was more important
then the parks grant. Other city funds have been used in further development of the park.
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE (conrp)

3. Describe the project’s impact on your city. Please be as specific as possible.

The City of Ash Flat and the surrounding communities depend to a great extent on tourism and as such the
Veterans Memorial provides an additional tourist attraction for the area. More important, it provides a place of

honor for the many veterans and their families in the area. The Memorial is also utilized by the American Legion
and Veterans of Foreign Wars for their annual services and ceremonies.

4. Did this project result in new models of public/private partnerships? Are there aspects of this project that would be instructive to
agencies like yours in other cities?

This project was proposed and constructed by private individuals and construction was paid for by individual

and corporate donations. The development of the Veterans Memorial shows what can be accomplished by
public/private partnership by dedicated individuals.

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project?

The most successful aspect of the Memorial is its unique design. It is one of only a very few Veterans Memorials
that honor both the male and female soldier and may be the only one to honor the War Dog or Canine Corp as well.
Almost any time of day an old veteran or the family of a veteran can be found setting on one of the benches or

reading the names of the many on the walls of the Memorial. There are really no unsuccessful aspects of the
Memorial.
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CHRIS WULFF
Staff Writer

This Veterans Day will hold a special place in the
heart of one local veteran. On Nov. 10, the day
before Veterans Day, Leonard Holden Jr.’s dream of
a memorial honoring veterans from around the nation will
have come to fruition. The American Veterans Memorial will
be dedicated and officially open to the public. It is located in
Ash Flat.

Holden, a retired physicist and Korean War veteran from
Hardy, said he had been tossing the idea of a memorial in his
head for a number of years but never brought it together until
2004.

“When | came back from Korea, Gls were ignored. A lot
after Vietnam was the same way,” he said. “I have a lot of
memories from the Korean War that kept prodding me along.”

Holden went into the Air Force in January of 1951 at the
age of 19. He spent two of his four years in service in the
Korean War.

place fof-- =2y
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Veterans Memorial
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“l didn’t have much of a future hefe in iﬂéy,” he shidts

~ “The Korean War had just started and a bunch &f us, including

my b:nl:her, Charles, and about four or five others joined up.® .,
Holden arrived in Korea he workediWith electronics.
as a fo d m@r observer on the'front lines,

He was: the recipient of the Air Force,, residential Unit
Citation, Korean Presidential Unit Citatigny Korean Service
Medal, United Nations Service Medal, National *Defense
Service Medal, Republic of Korea War Service Medal and ;
Good Conduct Service Medal.

Once he was discharged from the service he began working
with the Highway Department under engineer Ray Murphy
building the Hardy bridge and nghway 62/412 between Hardy
and Ash Flat.

Holden had been on the job only
he was called into Murphy’s office.

“He said, Splkc 'm firing you,’ and he gave me by
weeks notice,” Holden said. “He told me I needed te




Continued from Page 5

lege. He told me to try it one semester. If 1
didn’t like it or it didn't work out I could
come back and get my job back.”

Holden, who was originally upset at the
idea of losing his job, took Murphy’s advice
and enrolled at Arkansas Tech University.

“I hadn’t even thought of going to col-
lege. He (Murphy) did me the biggest favor,”
he said.

Holden graduated in 1960 with a degree in
physics and mathematics. He also studied
infrared physics at the University of
Michigan, Johns Hopkins and New Mexico
State University.

Holden didn’t stop there. He went on to
work for the Department of Defense. He
worked at the Army’s White Sands Missile
Range in New Mexico as a physicist conduct-
ing research and working with electronics
and optics — electronic warfare.

One of his biggest projects was developing
shields for helicopters to protect them from
infrared heat-seeking missiles. He and others worked on it for sev-
eral years.

He has two patents. One was for an infrared spectral imaging
system that measures infrared radiation in absolute spectral form,
which he patented in 1974. The other was for a laser IRCM
device for protection of aircraft, patented in 1973. The informa-
tion is deemed secret.

He continued his career for 26 years before retiring in 1983 as
chief of the optical techniques group. He returned to his boyhood
home and has been doing community work ever since.

Holden said he attributes his success to his time in the mili-
tary.

“Years later after [ went to college | realized why I went to
school for physics and math. I really think it was because of my
work in the military. It interested me,” he said.

To give back, not only to the military but to the soldiers who
protect our country, Holden and the American Veterans
Memorial Committee have dedicated considerable time and
effort to making the memorial one of a kind.

“When (Mayor) Brien (Nix Hall) called me and asked for the
memorial to come to Ash Flat, that was the point I knew it would
turn out like this,” Holden said. “This would have never existed
had it not been for him.”

The committee consists of 12 members: Holden, Hall, Sharron
Mathis, Renee Clay-Circle, Nelson Gatewood, Mike Byron,
Charlotte Goodwin, Doug Wortham, Roberta Shankle, Randy
McComas, Carlota Carver and Gene Higginbotham.

Hall worked with Holden to form a committee for the memo-
rial.

“It was anyone who would get together and get this going,”
Hall said. “We tried to get people from all over the county.”

Since that time, the 12 committee members have changed.

“Some felt like they weren’t committing enough time and gra-
ciously bowed out,” Hall said. “We appreciate what they did do
and the new committee members who stepped forward.”

“It’s a real good team now,” Mathis said. “It’s been tough.”
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It began with a dream ...
a place to honor veterans.

Ground was broken for the memorial in December 2004, Hall
said. Now delivery of a few items is all that is needed for the
memorial to be complete.

The committee is waiting for the delivery of three statues
before the dedication ceremony Nov. 10, the day before Veterans
Day. They are also waiting on large granite pieces for the history
wall, the Purple Heart memorial and the sign at the front of the
memorial. Dove sculptures are also on order.

The engraved granite slab identifying the memorial will be 4
feet long by 12 feet high. Its home will be on the other side of the
wall containing the world map and representing each branch of
the military.

A Civil War era cannon is also on display. The cannon was
actually used on a Navy ship, Hall said. The cannon launched 6-
pound cannon balls. The cannon balls placed with the cannon
were not made for it. Instead they are 20-pound balls purchased
by the family of Agrippa Godwin, an Ash Flat veteran who was
killed in action when he was shot by a cannon.

The memorial also includes a howitzer, bronze eagle and a
Sherman tank. Sen. Matk Pryor is also working to obtain other
items, including a fixed wing aircraft, a helicopter, a Navy anchor
and a missile system.

A black granite wall will also be placed in the memorial to
honor those killed in action.

The fundraising began in mid 2004 and, with the help of gen-
erous donations, the sale of bricks to honor veterans of all wars
and a dedicated committee, the memorial has doubled in size
from Holden’s original sketches.

“There are some people who came out and opened their
checkbook every time we came around. Then there are some that
would run the other way when they saw us coming,” Mathis said.

One person who had a big part in the scope of the project was
Rachael Wiseman, who purchased a home from Mathis, a
Coldwell Banker agent.

A month after purchasing her home Wiseman paid for a stat-

Continued on Page 9
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Continued from Page 7 The curved walls with bricks are a tribute to the veterans,
Carver said.

ue of a female soldier and a war dog statue, at a cost of nearly “The wall is the barrier between us and our foes,” she said.

$50,000. “They (veterans) are the wall of protection.”

The memorial includes a 60-foot flag pole flying the American Honey has put his personal touch on the memorial, adding to
flag. Five 25-foot flag poles, each holding a flag from a its uniqueness. He designs his own stone, something he has
branch of the military, will surround the central been doing for two or three years, he said.
flag. “This is the first big project we've done with

Despite the importance of statues and it,” he said.

individual memorials, the cornerstone of
the memorial is the circle of walls dedi-
cated to individual veterans. The
bricks are to memorialize all veter-
ans, regardless of age or where they

are from.

Approximately 500 bricks have
been set on the memorial thus far and anoth-
er 180 are being shipped. More are being
ordered daily. There is toom for a total of
2,700 bricks in the memorial.

“The orders are still coming in,” Mathis
said. “Charlotte (Goodwin) is getting like
three to four a day.”

Mathis  said  she
expects the bricks
sales to continue
into the holiday
season .
Purchasing a man in the
brick for a loved , . . country that
one or in memo- A ' (I v ot AR " could do
ry of a loved one Y c " this.”
is a precious, A Mathis
one-of-a-kind said the com-
gift, Mathis said. mittee’s hard work pays off when a

“There is no doubt that we’ll veteran or his family visits the
get the 2,700,” Hall said. memorial and sees their
Holden said he isn’t brick.
quite sure what will The memorial
be done when the has also gained
bricks sales attention in other

exceed 2,700.

The floor is 145 feet long by 80 feet
wide. Honey manipulates concrete to
appear as native stone in the floor.
- He said he molds the individual
concrete “rocks” to make them
different. He then puts an acid
stain on them in different colors of
rock. When the floor is fully complere,
Honey will then put a seal on it to preserve
it. The backs and sides of the
memorial walls are prepared in

the same fashion.
Holden said Honey was the right contractor

for the project.

“From the beginning | knew that's
what | wanted,”
Holden said.
“I don’t know
another rock

states. Holden said a

The walls dis-
playing the bricks
have special mean-
ing to Holden and

couple from Tampa,
Fla., visited recently
to get ideas for a
memorial like it in

contractor Don
Honey." The walls are
curved and angled to
allow visitors to read the

Tampa.

Once dedicated,
the city will assume
maintenance of the
memorial. Surveillance

names of all the bricks
easily and without having
to bend over, Holden said.
“I didn’t know how to do it
but he did,” Holden said. “There
have been a few things from the orig-
inal idea that wouldn’t work out, but we Seating will be provided.
would work together and develop something To purchase bricks, contact City Hall at
else.” 870-994-7324 or any committee member.

cameras will be erected to
monitor activity and prevent
vandalism, Hall said.
The $250,000 plus memorial will
be dedicated at 10 a.m. Nov. 10.



	Project Data
	Project at a Glance
	Project Description
	Award Use
	Perspectives

	Other Perspective

	Developer Perspective

	Architect of Designer Perspective

	Professional Consultant Perspective

	Community Representative Perspective

	Public Agency Perspective


	Visuals

	Supplemental Materials

	Project Name:          American Veterans Memorial
	Location:    Nix Ridge Road, Ash Flat, Arkansas
	Owner:                 City of Ash Flat, Arkansas
	Project Uses:         Memorial honoring all veterans of the American Armed Forces
	Project Size:            Approximately one acre
	Total Development Cost:         $322,000
	Annual Operating Budget:       N/A
	Date Initiated:        January 2003
	% Complete by 12/1/10:     98%
	Project Completion Date (if appropriate):        Officially dedicated on November 10, 2006
	Applicant Name:                Leonard H. Holden, Jr.
	Applicant Title:      Chairman, American Veterans Memorial Committee
	Organization:       American Veterans Memorial Committee
	Address: 
	City, State Zip:      Hardy, Arkansas 72542
	Phone Area: 870
	Phone: 856-2268
	Fax Area: 870
	Fax: 994-3168
	Email:         lhh@centurytel.net
	Weekend Contact:     870-856-2268
	Public Agency 1:             City of Ash Flat                  Charlotte Goodwin                    870-994-7324  afclerk@ashflat-ar.org
	Public Agency 2: Treasurer American Veterans Memorial Committee
	ArchitectDesigner:     (Designer)                               Leonard H. Holden, Jr.              870-856-2268  lhh@centurytel.net
	Developer:                City of Ash Flat                       Mayor Danny Traw                    870-994-7324  afclerk@ashflat-ar.org
	Professional Consultant 1: Veteran WW-II                    Nelson Gatewood                      870-856-2216
	Professional Consultant 2: Member VFW, DAV, MOPH
	Community Group 1:      VFW Post 4772, Highland, Arkansas
	Community Group 2: 
	Other: 
	Other 2: 
	Direct Mail: Off
	Magazine: Off
	SC Member: Off
	Other Source: Off
	Prof Org: Off
	Previous RBA entrant: Yes
	Online Notice: Yes
	BL Forum: Off
	Other Text: 
	Sign Date: 
	POG Project Name:     American Veterans Memorial
	POG Address:              P.O. Box 280
	POG City/State/Zip:     Ash Flat, Arkansas, 72513
	POG Project Overview:      The American Veterans Memorial was designed to be a unique Memorial to honor all veterans of the American armed forces. The central part of the design is a sixty foot flag pole flying the American Flag and surrounded by five twenty-foot poles flying the flags of the five major branches of the armed forces. At the opposite side of the central flag poles are two cast bronze statues one representative of a male soldier and the other a female soldier.
     Walls that partially surround the central flags contain engraved bricks in honor of individual veterans. The other half of the Memorial is centered around a water fountain with a series of bronze doves spiraling toward the sky. Surrounding the water fountain is a configuration of benches representative of the pentagon. Facing the water fountain and partially surrounding the central bench is a memorial to purple heart recipients, a civil war era cannon, a granite wreath in memory of those who gave the supreme sacrifice, a granite obelisk with historical military pronouncements engraved, and a wall representing historical events engraved in granite. In addition, a bronze statue of a War Dog is displayed near the water fountain. Also partially surrounding the pentagon benches are additional  walls containing engraved bricks of individual veterans.
	POG Self-Evaluation:      The American Veterans Memorial is a world class Memorial. The design which includes honoring both male and female soldiers as well as the Canine Corp is thought to be unique within the United States. This coupled with components in honor of purple heart recipients, those who gave the supreme sacrifice and all veterans of the American Civil War along with the other components or this Memorial is something every veteran and citizen can be proud. It is a place of honor also for all veterans to have their names engraved and displayed for future generations to know of their sacrifices. This Memorial is a great asset for the Nation, the State of Arkansas, and particularly the small City of Ash Flat.
     The City of Ash Flat is part of a quad-city area which is a major tourist destination, consequently, much of the economy of the area depends upon tourist trade. The Veterans Memorial serves, in addition to honoring veterans, as a tourist attraction for the area. 
     The primary impact has been in the pride of the community to have such a unique Memorial in their area. Many local people visit the Memorial on a regular basis and to attend veterans ceremonies given by the American Legion and the VFW. 
	PD Values and Goals:      The original goal of the project was to develop a Veterans Memorial that was unique, or different, from most others in the United States. Further, the goal was to make it a place that all veterans would be proud to have their names displayed. We think that we have accomplished these goals. The Memorial has been praised by everybody that visits. 
     The uniqueness is in the displays of both a male and female soldier as part of the central theme, along with honoring the War Dog as a major contributor to the National Defense. Very few Memorials honor the female soldier or the War Dog, combining all of these in a single Memorial has been extremely will received by all visitors.
     No significant trade-offs were made during the development of the project. The original design was made to include all the component of the completed Memorial. If any trade-offs were made it was in the cost and size of the bronze statures.
	PD Urban Context:      The primary impact has been in the pride of the community to have such a unique Memorial in this rural area. Many local people visit the Memorial and the surrounding City Park on a regular basis. The American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) hold their ceremonies at the Memorial. The Memorial is featured in the City's advertisements and well as other tourist advertisements of the area. 
     The Memorial has space for about 2700 veterans names and now has about 1500 displayed. Considering the family members of these veterans many thousands of people are directly connected to the Memorial. The committee continues to add names to the curved walls.  
	PD Development Process:      The design of the walls that contain the names of veterans are curved and slanted so as to provide easy viewing of the names. These walls are considered the central theme since the purpose of the Memorial is to honor all veterans of the armed forces and their sacrifices in defense of freedom.  The different elements of the design is such that adequate space is available for relatively large gatherings to view the different components. The overall construction makes use of a unique form of concrete giving the appearance of stone. It is very durable and beautiful to look at. 
     Community participation has been through volunteer labor and assistance in fund raising events. Many individuals and businesses in the area have contributed funds for the construction. 
	PD Financing:      Funding for the project was by individual and corporate donations, no public funds have been used except for some labor provided by Ash Flat City employees. Donations have been as little as $20 and as large as $25,000 from individuals and up to $15,000 by corporations in the area. Some funding has been by the sale of engraved bricks that are sold at a nominal amount to veterans or their families. Additional funds have been by fund raising events. Large contributors are recognized by a granite marker by the component or monument that they sponsor. 
     The bronze statues were the most expensive of the monuments at a cost of $25,000 each, the canine statue cost was $12,000. The other monuments varied from $5,000 to $10,000. Most of these amounts were donated by individuals or local businesses. The cost of construction of the project was approximately $100,000.  
     In order to complete the project in a timely manner, seven committee members secured a loan from a local bank. Part of this loan (approximately $40,000)  is still outstanding.
	PD Uniqueness/Adaptability:      The American Veterans Memorial is unique as described above. It is believed that this may be the only Veterans Memorial that honors both female and male soldiers as will as the Canine Corp or War dogs. The other components, the walls containing the names of American veterans of all eras, the Purple Heart monument, and the monument honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, combined with the other components of the Memorial make this a place of high honor and pride for all veterans and their families.
     The design or model can be adapted to any urban area, as an example, a visitor from Florida asked if he could  take pictures and use our design to build a similar Memorial in Florida. We were happy to help him in this way.

 
	Award Use Narrative:      The award monies will be used to help retire the debt owed to the bank by the seven committee members. This will allow us to use future money donated or raised by the committee to acquire additional surplus military equipment for display at the Memorial. At the present time the Memorial has a 105mm howitzer and a Korean era battle tank on display. These are provided on loan by military surplus but we have to pay transportation, demilitarizing and proper display of the equipment. Some funding is required for upkeep and maintenance of the Memorial. The city of Ash Flat now provides some of this funding, but the committee continues to assist. 
	AU Name and Title: 
	AU Sign Date: 
	OP Name: Mike Byron
	OP Title: Member, Veterans Memorial Committee
	OP Org: Nat. Assoc. of Retired Federal Employees (NARFE)
	OP Phone Area: 870
	OP Phone: 856-4213
	OP Address:     136 FM 101
	OP City/State/Zip: Highland, Arkansas 72542
	OP Fax Area: 
	OP Fax: N/A
	OP Email: dorisbyr@hotmail.com
	OP Sign Date: 
	OP Role Description:      I was asked to become a Committee member at the beginning of this project primarily to provide advice from a military standpoint and to help in the fund raising effort. However, as a founding committee member, I have been involved in all aspects of the design and construction of the American Veterans Memorial. The role of the committee is to manage the construction and operation of the Memorial and to plan and carry out various fund raising activities to help fund the many aspects of the construction and management. 
	OP Community Impact:      This project has had a profound effect on fellow veterans and particularly their families. The Memorial is a place of honor for all veterans of the military forces. It provides a place of honor for military organizations to have their various ceremonies and events and space for visitors to attend these ceremonies. The Memorial is also an ideal place for education purposes, where students and younger generations can observe and see the hundreds of names on the walls and better understand the sacrifices that many have made for their continued freedom.
	OP TradeOffs:      As a committee member each facet of the development was discussed and approved as the construction proceeded. Some compromises had to be made primarily because of cost. Other trade-offs such as the size of the two soldier statues had to be made based on the high cost of these monuments. 
	OP Critique:      The most successful aspects of this project is its unique design and its recognition as a major Veterans Memorial. It is a great accomplishment to have such a successful development in the small city of Ash Flat. It has been recognized throughout the area as a tourist attraction and a place of honor for all veterans of the armed forces. 
     There is no least successful aspects that comes to mind, the whole project has been extremely successful. 
	DP Name:           Daniel Traw
	DP Title:         Mayor, Ash Flat, Arkansas
	DP Org: City of Ash Flat
	DP Phone Area: 870
	DP Phone: 994-7324
	DP Address:       897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280
	DP Fax Area: 870
	DP City/State/Zip: Ash Flat, Arkansas 72513
	DP Fax: 994-3168
	DP Email:        afclerk@ashflat-ar.org
	DP Sign Date: 
	DP Role Description:      From the initial onset of having a Memorial built in honor of our American veterans, the City took an active leadership in seeing this dream become a reality in our community. It was our desire, and still is, not to build the Memorial using any monies from local or state taxes. The City led the campaign in recruiting individual and corporate donations for initial start-up funds for this project. There has been overwhelming and positive response from the public fo this project. 
     The City has also provided many opportunities for community involvement and input to this project. Some of these opportunities include public dinners, free BBQs at the Memorial site, monthly/quarterly City-wide newsletters, and keeping the public informed of all activities and development of the Memorial in the local media. 
     In regards to the location of the Memorial, the City was able to provide a location, and currently provides daily upkeep and cleaning.

	DP Trade Offs:      The City provided several City employees on a daily basis, who were able to use our own equipment in completing tasks that saved the Memorial money and otherwise would have increased the projects financial burdens. Of course, the time the City employees were working for the Memorial, they could have been working on other tasks. The City also provides an answering service at the City Hall for anyone desiring information about the Memorial (community events, donation, etc.). These employees of the City also provide their time in taking brick orders from individuals desiring to purchase a memorial brick.
     One of the compromises that the City made in this project was providing a location for the Memorial. The City had to return a grant to the State of Arkansas in the amount of approximately $140,000, because the Memorial became a much larger project than initially expected and took property away from land that was intended by the State to use for other purposes. The City felt, and still does, that it was the right thing to do in giving this money back to the State, especially if the grant money came with such controlling factors and would keep the Memorial from being built in the proper fashion and as desired.
	DP Financing:      Again, no tax monies have been paid into the project. The City was able to help encourage individual and corporate groups to donate to the project with the belief that their monies would be used in the best and most effective means possible. With the City's backing and promise that the Memorial would be completed on time and as planned, many of these donations and financing were made possible.
     However, even with the overwhelming positive response by the public to the Memorial, building funds were insufficient to complete the project in a timely manner. So, each member of the American Veterans Memorial Committee agreed to co-sign a note with a local bank in the amount of approximately $170,000. To date, the Memorial Committee has managed to repay the bank almost 80% of the note.
     Although the City provides maintenance and daily upkeep, and the Memorial Committee continues to provide fund-raisers to pay off the remaining $35,000 balance on the project note; there are ongoing issues of financial obligation to the Memorial, such as replacing flags when they become worn, side-walk repair, lawn care and repair, etc. 
	DP Critique:      The most successful aspect of this project is that the Memorial has provided a place for literally thousands of citizens to gather, visit, and/or promote to others in honoring the men and women of our military from every era of time, those living and deceased. This project has also helped educate our children and youth about the need to honor our American Veterans and the sacrifices that these veterans have made in the hope of continuing to provide a nation of free people.
     The City and Memorial Committee have worked together very hard in helping to educate the public that this project has been built from donations, grants, and loans by Committee members....and that absolutely no public tax dollars have helped fund it. We are hoping that the public will continue to increase their knowledge, both about the funding of the Memorial and to its' overall importance for all people--both veterans and non-veterans, for generations to come.
	AD Name:              Leonard H. Holden, Jr.           (Designer)
	AD Title:  Chairman, American Veterans Memorial 
	AD Org:     American Veterans Memorial Committee
	AD Phone Area: 870
	AD Phone: 856-2268
	AD Address:           52 Holden Lane, P.O. Box 322
	AD City/State/Zip: Hardy, Arkansas 72542
	AD Fax Area: 
	AD Fax:    N/A
	AD Email:   lhh@centurytel.net
	AD Sign Date: 
	AD Design Concept:      The Memorial has been designed as a unique area of the City Park to honor all veterans of the American armed forces. The separate components of the Memorial were selected and designed to have significant meaning to American veterans. The entire Memorial is constructed by a unique concrete and rock technique and consistent throughout.
     The 10 foot wall at the entrance has a map of the world engraved in granite, chosen to represent all the areas of the world that veterans have served. Around the map are plaques that represents each of the five military services. On top of this wall is a large bronze eagle representative of the freedom and strength of America.
     The central flag arrangement highlights the American flag that all veterans fight for surrounded by each of the military service flags. A bench encircles the American flag.
     The male and female bronze statues are arranged facing the central American flag.
     The purple heart monument is in honor of all those that have received the purple heart
     The History wall depicts historical pictures of military significance engraved in granite. 
     The Wreath or MIA/KIA monument is to honor those who made the supreme sacrifice.
     The Civil War cannon is a representation of the Civil War and adds to the uniqueness of the Memorial.
     The bronze statue of a war dog represents the contribution of the canine corp in the defense of freedom.
     The fountain and spiraling doves are surrounded by a pentagon shaped bench.
     At the center of the Memorial is a large granite obelisk with famous and patriotic statements engraved on each side.
 
     

     
	AD Programmatic:      The Memorial is designed for easy access for the disabled, as well as ideal for groups and military ceremonies with adequate bench space and open area surrounding the individual components. Each component can be easily viewed and/or photographed by visitors. A directory is provided to ease in the location of veterans names. Also on display is military equipment (a battle tank and a 105mm howitzer) that provides interest to people who may not have seen such military equipment. Space is available for additional equipment displays. 
     The Memorial and adjacent parking area are well lighted as is the American flag as required. Many visitors come in the evening and walk around and within the Memorial. Some bring mementoes such as flowers or small flags and such and leave them on the walls or at the MIA/KIA monument.
     The American Legion and VFW hold their ceremonies at the Memorial each year.  
	AD Challenges:      The basic concept was to make the design as unique as possible, and to provide a Memorial that veterans and their families would be proud to have their names displayed. The curved and slanted walls containing the names were somewhat difficult to design so that they would be stable and function as intended. The other components were of standard design, with the exception of the history wall, which was originally designed to be cast in bronze, but was determined to be too expensive. An engraved granite technique was used instead. Other design criteria was to assure proper space around each component for access and viewing, and to provide enough benches for people to set and provide an area for military ceremonies. 
     All of the individual components were arranged to be attractive and displayed for their importance, for instance the two bronze statues, the Male and Female soldiers, were arranged as the focal point of the memorial and given equal status.
     The entire Memorial can be a history lesson because veterans from the revolutionary war to present are represented on the walls as will as the other monuments making up the Memorial.  
	AD Urban Context:      The Memorial is constructed using a unique method in which concrete is cast into blocks that resemble natural rock. The blocks are colored in different ways to enhance the design. The concrete floor is also groved and colored to resemble native stone work as well, this provides an attractive and unique design that attracts attention as well as being a very durable construction technique. 
     Extensive landscaping around the Memorial, such as trees, shrubs, flowers and grass enhance the overall peacefulness of the area and blends in with the rest of the City Park. A relative large parking area is adjacent and shared with the rest of the City Park.
	PC Name:          Nelson Gatewood
	PC Title: Quartermaster, VFW post 4772
	PC Org:  DAV #55, VFW 4772, & MOPH #581
	PC Phone Area: 870
	PC Phone: 856-2216
	PC Address:         2817 Hwy 62/412
	PC City/State/Zip: Highland, Arkansas 72542
	PC Fax Area:   
	PC Fax: N/A
	PC Email:           N/A
	PC Sign Date: 
	PC Role Description:       Because of my experience with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV), the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH), I was ask to become a member of the American Veterans Memorial as a consultant for military matters. As a member of the Memorial committee have been involved in all aspects of the development of the Memorial. I have participated in acquiring surplus military equipment for display and given support through the VFW and DAV in fund raising efforts. I continue to be an active member of the American Veterans Memorial Committee.
	PC Impact:      The impact and acceptance of the project has been phenomenal. The Memorial is now one of the main attractions for visitors to the Ash Flat area. Pictures of the Memorial are used in tourist promotional material and advertising of the community. The VFW and American Legion now use the Memorial for their ceremonies and events. 
     The Memorial is becoming recognized as one of the finest in the country and is often compared to some of the National Memorials in Washington and elsewhere. Veterans and their families, particularly families of deceased veterans, often come by to walk around the Memorial and see the names of their family members engraved on the walls. 
        
	PC Analysis:      The Memorial is a great example of what can be accomplished when a community pulls together and decides to do something for the good of everyone. This project was constructed totally by donated funds and by fund raising events, no public or tax payer funds was used or ask for. 
     The overall Memorial is a piece of history in that it represents all veterans of the armed forces and what they have sacrificed for the freedom of America. Future generations can come here and see the names and know that we must continue to defend against any enemy that threatens our freedom.
     
	PC Critique:      All of the main aspects of the original design have been accomplished. The overall development has moved along smoothly and in a timely manner. I can think of no aspects that have been least successful. 

	CR Name:               Charlotte Goodwin
	CR Title:           Recorder/Treasurer
	CR Org:     City of Ask Flat
	CR Area: 870
	CR Phone: 994-7324
	CR Address:            897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280
	CR City/State/Zip: Ash Flat, Arkansas 72513
	CR Fax Area: 870
	CR Fax: 994-3168
	CR Email:           afclerk@ashflat-ar.org
	CR Sign Date: 
	CR Role Description:       The project was presented to the City Council of Ash Flat by the developer/designer of the Memorial who was looking for a suitable location. City officials immediately recognized the importance of this project and agreed to donate a portion of the City Park for the project.
     A development and management committee was formed on which I became a member as the representative of the City and as treasurer of the committee.


	CR Issues:      To honor the men and women who serve this great country in a place in town where visitors and tourist, and the families of veterans could visit in peace. The City Park is ideal with little traffic or noise.
     The City of Ash Flat had obtained a large grant for the City Park which would not allow the Memorial to be built. The City thought that the Memorial was more important then the grant and thus returned the grant money. Without this compromise the Memorial could not have been constructed.
     City employees have contributed considerable labor to the construction of the Memorial. Several City Councilman have donated their council pay for the construction as well.
	CR Betterment: Yes, the Memorial has increased tourist trade to the area as well as community pride to have a Memorial of this importance located in this small city. Since the Memorial represents all veterans it has brought together people from the surrounding area who also take pride in having it located in Northeast Arkansas.
     The Memorial provides an honored place for the American Legion and the VFW to have their services, and space for the public to attend. 
	CR Critique:      No, the project has progressed on schedule and has exceeded all expectation. All funding for the project was raised independently of the City and with the exception of some labor by the City employees, no tax money was utilized in the construction. The committee has further plans to display additional military equipment as they become available. 
	PA Title:          Recorder/Treasurer
	PA Name:          Charlotte Goodwin
	PA Org: City of Ash Flat, Arkansas
	Text61: 870
	PA Address:         897 Ash Flat Drive, P.O. Box 280
	PA City/State/Zip: Ash Flat, Arkansas 72513
	PA Fax Area: 870
	PA Fax: 994-3168
	PA Email: afclerk@ashflat-ar.org
	PA Sign Date: 
	PA Role Description:      The City of Ash Flat provided a location for the Memorial as a part of the City Park. Support by city officials, City Council and the Mayor has been unanimous.
     Funding for construction of the Memorial is by individual and corporate donations, and the city provides publicity and support for fund raising efforts. Ongoing maintenance of the Memorial is provided by the city. 
	PA Benefits:      The major benefit for the city is as a tourist attraction. Other benefits is the place of honor that the Memorial provides for the many veterans and retirees in the area. 
     It was necessary for the city to compromise by turning back a large parks grant that would have prevented the building of the Memorial. It was determined by the Mayor and City Council that the Memorial was more important then the parks grant. Other city funds have been used in further development of the park.
	PA Impact Analysis:      The City of Ash Flat and the surrounding communities depend to a great extent on tourism and as such the Veterans Memorial provides an additional tourist attraction for the area. More important, it provides a place of honor for the many veterans and their families in the area. The Memorial is also utilized by the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars for their annual services and ceremonies. 
	PA Partnerships:      This project was proposed and constructed by private individuals and construction was paid for by individual and corporate donations. The development of the Veterans Memorial shows what can be accomplished by public/private partnership by dedicated individuals. 
	PA Critique:      The most successful aspect of the Memorial is its unique design. It is one of only a very few Veterans Memorials that honor both the male and female soldier and may be the only one to honor the War Dog or Canine Corp as well.
     Almost any time of day an old veteran or the family of a veteran can be found setting on one of the benches or reading the names of the many on the walls of the Memorial. There are really no unsuccessful aspects of the Memorial. 


