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Renovated, restored, and Open lor busmess
By KArl{BYll BOSS
THESPECÍATOR

Iì ELMONT_ A
l{ lO-year-old vision
.lJ became areality
Friday when The Belmont
hotel was reoPened affera.
massive renovation.

"llVheneveryou look at
lhe old photos of Main -

Suæt (Schuyler Sreet), all
the parades and events,
you alwaYs see Pichres of
The Belmont standing
here on the comer.Ithas
always been a center activ-
ity and now it will be
again. I think it is reallY
going to help the.;village,"
said Mavor Terrance
Schmetår of 

.rhe 
119-Year-

old hotel.
Thé þroject was the

visirin of WenclY Skinner'
wbo came to'this a¡ea sei-
eral years ago. The hotel
was reopened as The
Apart¡ænts atThe Bel-
mont byArüor DeveloP
ment of Bath and Skin-
ner's Fountain Arts Center.

iT can't believe I'm
shnding here," said Skin-
ner. "You could get an

ulcer or a heart condition
taking on aProject like
this ,.. but it wasn't just me

it was a cornmunitY effort
ttrat snetched all across the

state, I reallY believe this
was nry calling in life, to
come to Belmont and to
üris building."

Constructed as a hotel
inthe lE90s,thebrick
building served visitors to
Belnont with hotel
accommodations on its
three floors. It served as a

communitY meeting Place
with a large nreeting room,
bar and ¡,ætaurant'o¡ea'
There was once a Yam
shop in the basement and
during the Roaring '20s
there is evidence it housed
a speakeasy. After Bel-
mont became the county
seat and the courtlPuse
and county offices were
consDructed, it bebame a

meeting Place during Ei-
als, for judges, attomeys'
legislators, business PeoPle
and county emPloYæs'

Today the once.datk bar

area and deteriorat¡ng ban-
quer room have been

revamped into oPen sPaces

decorated in Art Deco with
a banquet area and hard-

wood floors' Tho antique

stairway to úre second and

úird floon is preserved
along with the original bar

which will now serve as a

coffee bar and luncheon
area.

As the ribbon was cut.

officials who hel kinner cut the ribbon reopen-

ttended by mole Jeffrey Eaton, CEO of Arbor

ceremony. From of Historic Preservation, the

e SchmeÞer and of the NYS Dlvision of Hous-

ing and Community Benewal.

before it came to Skinnels
atûention. After obtaining
it, she established the
FountainArts Gallery in
part of the building rvhile
trying to obtain grant

funding to help stâbilize
and renovate the resl of
ûre building.

Throughout the Years
she obtoined funding
grants fiom the late state

Sen. Paricia McGee, R-
Franklinville, as well as

funding from the- New
York State Council for the

Arts. the state Main Sreet
Grant Program, and local
agencies - the A.lleganY

County Area Foundation'
the Moogan FamilY Foun-
dation andACCORD. She

also got frrnding fi'ont indi-
vidual dono¡s including
Ann Yannie Conado, a
former Belmont resident,
whose artwork is featured
throughout the building.

With the help of tund-
ing from üre New York
State Envi¡onmental Pro-
tection Fund and the New
York State Housing Tnrst
Fund Corporation, the
building was preserved, It
was placed on both the

state and national historic
registers

"About five ycars ago,
Arùor Developnrent of
Batlr and the Fountain Arts
Center, rvith develoPmeut
consultant &lgemere
Development Inc. of
Rochcster. collaborated ott
the project to renovate thc
hotel for m.ixed residentiitl
and retail use. As co-own-
er of the building, thc

Fountain Arts Center s,ill
sublct most of the groutt<l-
floor space to retain ten-
íìnts rvhile using the
renrailder fot' ìts sturlio
and gallery. Arbor Devel-
opnrent wlll manage the
property, includin-R 19 nerv
apartncnts loc:ttc<I on the
second and thinl floors of
thc building.

"The pruject receired
funding frorn sevcral part-

ners rvith Key Bank as the
lead financìng sorlrcc, con-
tributing $3.2 nillion in
equity lirnds ¿rnd $3 nril-
liou i¡r construction financ-
ing," said Artrol Devclop
¡lent CEO Jcñcy Eaton.

The Belmont, constructed in 1890 on Schuyler Street in Belmont has undergone masslve

renovation. lt reoPened FridaY.

Doreen's Pooch
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Posmg

eague staff was involved
in the eadiest local ef-
forts to reuse this im-
thfee-story stftrctute

built in 1890 in the heart of this
rural village, and advised on
some of the project's {ìrst
grânts. No.'v, this fuJJy rehabili-
tated mixed-use properq' in-
cludes cultural, commercial and
residential units and is a corner-
stone of dou¡ntown rcvttallza-
tion efforts - all the rvhile re-
specting the temaining histori-

cal elements of 'The Queen of Schuyler Street,"'

Contributing to the sLrccess of this r
of Bath; The Fountain Arts Center
ment in Rochester; Saralinda Hook
Canandaigua; ADG A¡chitects of Rochester; and DGA Builders of
East Rochester.

The Belmont Hotel was built in 1890, just dorvn rhe streer from the
,\llegany County Courthouse in the Village of Belmont. According to
Dan Gallagher, Director of Real Esrate Development for ,Arbot De_
velopment, "The former Belmont Hotel has been transformed from a
decaying eyesore and community safeq,- hazardinto an outstanding
example of the rehabilitation of a historic building through preserva-
tion. This transformation has ìnspired other business owners to make
improvements to their properties, and has foste¡ed additional street-
scape developments throughout Belmont's dorvntown business dis-
trict. We are truly honored to receive statewide recoqnition for our
project."

Preservation League of New york State

The Belmont Hotel, Alleganlr Counw
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